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\Tnto the remote ‘Countries of | 
ithe Abifsins,or of E thiopia Futertor. 


Wherein rt Al ind sy exact 
account of the Laws, Govern- 
ment, Religion ifcipling > Cuftoms, | 
| <@c, of the ‘Chitian B beople that do 
ts Inhabit there, with many Obfervati- 
| ons which fome may 3Mprove to the 


advantage and iddcKe = of dy with them. 


|| Togecher, with a Cénhinacion of this Relation 

drawn from the W riting sof Damianys de 

. Goes and F054 Scaliger, whe agree With the 
‘Asis in many particulars, 


Tranflated by G, D. 
| Londen, Printed for Renianes Billing (ley ac the} 
Printing-Prefs in Broadeffreet, and at the | 
fame fign in the Piazza over againft Popes- | 
head-alley mear the Reyal Exchange in 
Cornhil, 1670 
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| To the Worthipful 
Thomas Windham Efq ; 


SIR; 


I Wr Ere are the Travels of exr 
Italian Gentleman, that 
| you hawe folong defired to 


| perafe is our Lemgeage. It % an exe 
cckent defcription ef that Great Em- 
pire that us [0 near related ante us by 
Religion, and neverthelefs at [uch « 

| difance from us. I hope it will fally 
an[wer your expectation, for yeu {ball 
findin it moft delightful paffages, 
 pithanexatt account of the Atan- 
gers, Laws, Government, and of ail 
ether particalarsin the Dominions of 
Ethiopia, worth the aotice of aa Inge- 
A 3 ntonS 


eens rege 


pious Traveller, . It may be that this. 
Ik (Treatife MAY mee et with the tH 
firtune which [uch are to expe? that 
thwart or dsfapprowe. of grand de- 
frens and furtous enterprifes, It 
matters not what afperfions gay be 
railed todirkes its Truth,and hivder 
tts appearance and credits 1 hepe the 
probability of ak the msatiers related, 
Co that nay be alfa gathered from the. 
place where it was frft publifhed, will 
difsipate all cuutous Vapourg, ang 
caufe Ethiopia to appear among [tas 
im its om fhape and form, Our 
Gentheman hid committed an adt net 
agrecable tothat Fudgment ibat. be 
fhews in hi& writings’ to pueli[b thing's 
ef a Kingdom fo well know 10 a0 ff 
parts of Italy, by réalon of the conti 
nual corre(pondency that the Prisces” 
of ida extertain by thei’ Faétors 
with the Grand Neguz ) had there 
been any thing in hi Relation nos ve- 
al,or untrne. His Book had not found 
thas | 
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j | tbat untverfal applanfe to be twice 
| BOpeured with the P) e{t, had it not 
(| found among [i his Country-men a res 
| ception furtable to its worth. Let the 
)| 2h-natured and peevifh minds, that 
| Creatt nothing but what they fee, e- 
y| Steem of this Tranflation, and of the 
j| Original as they pleafes 1 know Sirs 
|| that all fober-minded Perfons as your 
| felf, will find beth Sweetne[s and 
[| Profit in the Reading of it; however 
j| Ifhould defire,that you will look upom 
a) thefe labours as a Gonftrmation of i 
that Title that I fhall alwayes covet, ie 
1 mean of i: 


Sir, 


Your moft faithful and obs 
liged Servant , | 
G, D. 


Books 


aaasanignns 


DESCRIPTION 
: OF THE 
COUNTRY 
OF 
Precious John; 


Vulgarly called 


PRESTER JOHN, 


T He Empire of -£thiopia, ts 

| not inferiour-to the lar- 

/ geftin the World, if we 

conider that vaft Continent that 
B 


War 


(2) 
was anciently,and fhould be now: 
under the Command of the law- 
ful Heir. It contained above thir. 
ty large Kingdoms, and many 
fruitful Provinces well furnifthed 
with Men,and ftored with Rich 
Commodities; but the late un- 
happy Wars with the Neighbour 
Kings have much weakned_ this 
growing Empire , and reduced ic 
to alittle number, 

The Turks, the Galas, the 
King of Mozambique the Afoors, 
and feveral others that, furround 
this Chriftian Principality ; have 
dif-membred the Provinces and 
Kingdoms that were anciently 
fubjeét to it, and. fubmitted thenr 
to their feveral JurisdiGtions.-The 
«€Moors have feized on the Sea- 
coaft,the Zwrks have conquer’d 
the moft fruitful Kingdoms thae 
confine epon Egypt, the Gialas a 
war-like Re-publick of Africa, 
com- 


“us 

j}command’ feveral large Ter- 
jritories that belong unto this 
| Imperial Crown, The King of 
| Mozambique and. the reft have 
| robbed ir of its chief Jewels and 
| Ornaments, fo that at prefent it is 
| nothing fo large, aor fo confidera- 
ble as formerly it was. Thecanfe 
of thefe great Loffes muft be at- 
tributed co the Cowardife and 
unexperience of the Inhabitants 
more inclinable to Superttition 
than war-like feats, and to the 
diverfity of Religion in which 
thefe Nations differ much from 
the Abyflins, ‘Fhe Turks and 
| Moors are nourifhed up in the Ma- 
}humetan, the Galas and they of 
| Mozambique in the Heatheni(h I- 
‘Golatrie ( which cannot comply 
pwith che Chriftian Truth.) The 
| Profeffors of the former, havea 
natural antipathy againft the Pro- 
felites of the latter; infomuch, 
‘eae oer thas 
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that chevy can {carce fuffer them to 
breath in the fame air. This hatred 
entertained by the different ways 
of worfhipping the Creator , hath 
fomented all thefe wars and 
troubles: that have for many hun- 
dred years fhaken the Abyffin 
Empire, and feparated from it the 
moft excellent, and the largeft 
Provinces that did belong unto 
it; fothat at prefent it is reduced 
to avery narrow Circuit incom-— 
parifon of what it was. The Em-— 
perour neverthele{s maintains the - 
fame State as he did formerly, and 
claims aright to. all thofe King- | 
doms that he hath loft. His pre-_ 
fenc Dominions are not above 
800 Englifh miles in length , and. 
600 in bredth; they contain | 
thefe Kingdoms, Amara, Tigre- | 
mahen, Anges, Xoa, Gorama, Baga- 
mart, Damvwul, Faregars BAavvagat%, | 
Baru, Tigrai, Vangue;;- fo that) 
they | 
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(5) 
} they arelimited onthe North by 
|) Wabis, and the Mountains and 
| Sands that feparate them from E- 
| gyptson the Eaft,by che Kingdoms 
of Zangebara, Atanas and Adel, 
} which lie upon the red Sea; on the 
| South, the Provinces of Cafutes 
Jj and Fwagi do thutit, and on the 
| Weft this Empire confines upon 
| Congo,Medra andthe Blacks. This 
| Rich and In-land Country [ have 
| difcovered by my Travels, and 
} nowthatlam fo happily returned 
| tomy own Native foil, after fo 
| long and troublefome a Journey, 
lowe to my Country a Relation 
of thofe things that I have learned, 
which I may fay, never any knew 
fo much of this place.,before, as 
the Reader-may find in this Book. 
In the year 3655. fome Mer. 
chants of Floreace were preparing 
co fail for eAlexasdria, I refolved 
to adventure my felfin their 
B 3 Com-- 
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(6) 
Company, out of a great defire to 
vifit the Holy- Land, and fee for. 
rein places. Ihad then received 
fome difcontentat home , which 


_ made me feek my fatisfaétion a- 


broad; having therefore furnith- 
ed my felf with large {ums of mo- 
ney, and a Man Servant, embar- 
qued with them ina Dutch bot- 
tom, andinafortnights time we 
landed in that ancient City which 
Alexander had built. The plague 
was then very het in that place, 
which obliged us toa fhort ftay 
there, Some French Merchants 
were then going for Grand Cairo ; 
my company perfwaded me to 
fake my journey with them, and 
vifit ‘the curiofities of that large 
City; Twas not willing to take 
that Road fo foon, for I defired 
firft topay my devotions at the 
Sepulcher of our ‘Lord',but the 
per{wafions of my friends forced 
| : me 


; 
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7 
me toleave that journey until my 


return, becaufe we could not 
| find a fit opportunity co travel in- 
| rothe Holy-Land. I went chere- 
+ fore with the French Merchants 
| to Cairo, and {pent fome days 


there in viewing all the Rarities of 


} that Great City ; we had a fight 


} there and in oor way of many An- 


| tiquities which are fo well known 


to allthe world, that I fhall not 


- fomuchas mentionthem.  Ihad 


not been there a month, but a €4- 
ravan was preparing for the Red 
Sea. The French Conful, at whofe 
houfe I lay, encouraged meto 
take that occafion of difcovering 
thofe Parts, where Chriftians of 


: ae Quality feldom adventure 


themfelves; affuring me, that it 
would be worth my while to fee 
thofe remote places, and difcover 
fomething tothe Chriftian world, 
which was not knowa before. It 


Bq  — hap- 
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happened that as I was meditaq 
ting upon this journey 5 an sbwas 
or a High Prieft ofthe Abyffins 
came to the Patriarchs houfe from 
Fervfalem, in his journey to- 
wards Ethzopia, intending to rake 
the fame way as the Caravas, be- 
caufe it was the fafeft. This acci- 
dent I looke upon as an invitation 
of providence amongft thofe Ae 
frican Chriftians that are not well 
known to our Northern Climates, 
Having therefore furnifhed m 
felf with Moneys and Bills of Ex- 
change for fo long a journey , I 
fought the acquaintance of the 
Abuna before my departure. It 
was no difficulty rd’ obtain, fer he 
was learned in the Ztalsam Fongue, 
and well verfed in the manner and 
Caftoms of the Franks: he was 
a Man of a fwarthy countenance, | 
both pleafanr and grave, of a 
high ftature, about 60 years of 

age, 


9) 
dace, very lufty ; he had not many 

to attend him, for he was nor wil- 

ling to difcover himfelf amongft 

a} che Turks, who might have made 

‘| advantage of him, by obligine 

t} kim to larger disburfements than 
| his Eftace could allow: I was re- 

| folved to accompany him into his 

| own Country,and vifit the Court 
a of the great Neguzfo famous all 
l} over the world; we therefore en- 
s| gaged our felves in the Caravan, 
y} T went for an Jtalzan pilgrim , 
whole Perfon is much ref{pected 
amongft the Heathens themfelves, 
and leaft fubject to the affronts 
and infults of ftrangers. The 4- 
buna was allo inthe difeuife of a 
Merchane, he had withhim fome 
|| Goods of a {mall value; we begar 
;} our journey in the moneth of 
| BMarch,and through feveral mif- 
_ fortunes we arrived at the Port 
| Townof the Red Sea called S#ez, 


( 
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(10) ) 
a famous place for Trade, it is the 
paflage into Arabia Iedoftan and}, 
all other Countries of Aja, Here |, 
are therefore a great company of } 
Merchants of all Nations that en- 
rich this place, which otherwife 
would be very unconfiderable. It 
isa City forcified witha Caftle | 
and a Fort upon the mold as big 
as Pifa. Vhe buildings are large, | 
fitrer for Merchants than Nobles 
men; fome are beautified with- 
black and white Marble curionfly 
wrought, Here isa Synagogue of 
the Fews much frequented on the 
Sabbath day, here is alfoan Idol 
Temple for the Gentiles, but the 
poor. Chriftiaas. have no_ other 
place appointed for their Devotie 
ons, but their Chambers and Hou. 
fes. The e4bnuna found here fome 
Abyffin Merchants, at whofe 
dwellings he was courteoufly re- 
ceived, and honouraby entertain- 
| eee ed 5 
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Sed they invited me to thare 
with himin their Hofpitality ; I 
“accepted their kind offer, becaufe 
[ had no mind to feparate my felf 
Mfrom him, feeing my defign was 
to accompany him as far as his - 
i Emperours Court. Here we re- 
‘mained feveral months, becaufe 
tiwe heard of an Army of Turks and 
Moors that were making an In- 
‘lroadinto the Territories of the 
| Abyffins, we were advifedto ex- 
| pect with patience their return,for 
otherwife we might have met 
them in the way and been brought 
back into Captivity , our liberty 
| was too precious a thing to be un- 
| confiderately ventured we; shere- 
| fore remained a long while in this 
| City expecting a fait opportunt- 
sty to begone. At laft one pre- 
| fented it feif not unworthy of our 
| acceptance, the Turks Balha of 
| Egypt fent an Ambaffadour to the | 


Pre- 


i 6 an a Ea Te aaay. Fy WG t 
al Cy Sa Sided a NE adnan eae AeA eveiay 


(12) 
Precious Fohw, who coming: to 
Suez, we thought we could not 
meet with a grearer happinefs if 
we could be advaiencers into his re- 
tinue. We had fome difficulty to 
obrain this favour , but upon the 
offer of 200 Grow ns, it was rea- 
dily granted. He took his leave 
of fe City witha great’ Train; 
znd we accompanyed him upon 
Mules, we paffed through it: 
different Soils, fome fruitful, 

fpecially of Date-trees, others vee 
ry barren. The moft pare of our 
way was Over craggy Mountains, 
where nothing did prefent ic felf 
to our view but wild Beafts far 


different from thofe that have’ 


feén in Europe. Ne pafled 
through fome inkabited Land, 


where very ft rong Cafties were e- 


rected to defend the Country | 


from the enemies, the eAoaors did 
poftefs thea fos this Nation ts 
7 Siz 
dif- 


| 
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(13) 
Wdifperfed all over this Country, 
lfwe found alfo fome ftragling 
BTentsof Arabeans that wandred 
‘Pupand down, we met with no- 
ithing remarkable,but Poverty and 
/Mifery, that feem to have taken 
J up their Refidence amongit the 
| people that inhabit inthis part of 
‘the world fac in the Country. 
Their diet is fuch things 23 ths 
| barren habitation will afford chena; 
+} their bréad is a root, their flefh ss 
of fuch wild Crcatures 2s rhey 
can happily kill, their Cloathing 
proclaims their needy condition, 


ati 


: | 
'} icis made of alarge leaf of a Tree a 
} that grows inthe Forreils and . 
| Woods, neither is it {uffictent to : 
} cover the back, fo it hides the pa 


| denda homin#s, they are abundante 

ly contents for that purpole a 
| ftring is ty’d above théir micdle 
| unto which thefe leaves are fafte- 
1 ned, fo that like fo many Pen- 


| 
} ry is eo 2 ae 
{ +74 & 
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dants they fall down and cover 
what nature teaches to hide, They 
have one conveniency and advyan-. 
rage which they enjoy above our 
commen people, as our Princes. 
| and Noblemen of Ewrope they 
1 wear not their Apparel long, they 
| change often, almoft every day, 
Thefe rafcally fort of people that’ 
nature hath brought forth a-— 
mongft thefe mounrains, did ap- 
pear unto us almoft like Savages; 
they did not willingly come in our 
company, nor are they defirous to 
change their habitation, their bos» 
dies were big, and their Members 
thick and {warthy, they {poke a 
mixt Arabian,not well to be under 
ftood but by thofe that know all 
the dialects of that language;thofé 
rhat live in the fortified places are 
far more fociable, they had chofen 
| the moft convenient feats for their 
| refidence, fome of the ground . 
| e 


1 dope RnR DR MN RBRVS RNR Pt cae Parad eI aT ey a pnp 
h iba ea Wie irate sive SAN oi 


: WS ) | 
ic to Sow and Plow, andto feed 
WCattel; We were admitted into 
tone of thefe ‘Caftles that was e- 
itfreéted in the pafiage of a mountain 
iivery conveniently to hinder and 
Viftop the courfe of any enemy ; the 
¥iCommander in chief was a Meor, 
jhe received us with fome expref- 
tifions of affeGion, but before we 
‘Ideparfed we were forced to pay 
‘ldear for ourentertainment, ten 
:|Dollers a piece, for that isa Coin i, 
'|that is currant over all the werld. ai 
1} The Embaffadour and thofe that 
‘idid wait upon him were free, bue 
‘for all ftrangers that did follow 
'|him in his journey, they were ob- 
‘|itged to lay down the money or 
jreturn back again. This little Ty- 
jrant had gathered together fome 
‘|numbers of men,who lived thus in 
ithis difficult place uponall paffen- 
gers, forcing them to contribute to i 
the maintenance of their lazy bo- / 
dies. 
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dies. . There are many fuch peo- 


ple that exaét upon ftrangers, the) 
Governors for the T#& do wink at | 
them, becaufe at a certain time of | 
the year they fend a fweet, per- 
fume unto them, a Purfe full of | 
Gold and Silver, and in confidera- | 
tion of this yearly tribute, they 
fuffer them to exact, cheat and 
rob the poor Travellers and Mer- 
chants.. We advanced far into the | 


Country many days journey be- 
fore we came to the Turks Army, 


they were upon their return fronr 
pillaging the Chriftians , they. 
were laden with {poils and flaves. | 
They made as much hafte as they 
could in their march, for the Pre=-' 
cio Fohnhad gathered his Army 


together, and was in; the purfuic 


of them from Suez; we came firft 
into the Country called by the In- 


| 


habitants Ganfila, next to Dafre- 
haand fo through Baraagalfe,Lacca 


and 
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Wand part.of Dangali-s wé atrived 
(@ ac laft upon the borders.-The bo- 
a dy of the: Turks Army when we: 
ff mec ic was.neara large lake. full of; 
4 excellenr, fifh,, The people) ; of; 
ff this Country are ignorant, of alk 
| kind of |Arts, they have,not the. 
y) addrefs of fifhing ; with Bows and 
i| Arrows, they kill Birds and Beafts 
.| upon which they feed and live; 
| they own the Turks for their Ma- 
| fers againft their will:, Thi#lake 
jisin_the Kingdom of Bamagaffo, 
)| Which was lately conquered and 
y} taken from the Great Negus , the 
| people retain. fome Reliques of 
| Ghriftianity, but with, thac igao- 
ijrance, that one can {carce diftins 
,/guith them from the Heathens, 
(}unlefs itbe by the name, up and 
}down the» Country: fome forry 
|houfes are erected, fitter for wild 
.|beaftsthan men. The walls are of 
jjmud and ftones, the roofs of a 


© {ort 
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(18) | 
fort of flender Cane and’ Reeds 
which grow near the water fide, 
and in low places, the’middle of it 
is fupported by a Pillar of wood 
that ftands in the huts, and keeps 
che whole Fabrick from falling to 
the ground; for this miférable peo- 
ple are not acquainted with the 
Artof ArchiteQure, The Towns 
are compofed of this fort of dwel- 
lings, there are not many of them, 
but thofe that are, have chofen 
the beft Land for their fcituations 
near fome frefh waters or lakes: 
for unlefs it be in thefe places the 
ground is parched upall the year 
long, but during the time of the 
Rains. “In Egyptthey never tall, 
but in ~£thiopia they are very exe | 
traordinary about the month of 
fanuary and February. Such vio- 
lent fhowers do pour down, that 
no creature is able-to abide with- 
ont a fhelrer, feveral parties 7 
the 
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Wthe Turks Army were firagling 


e) was at the lake Gwere/b. ‘VV hen we 
‘} came up to them they were com- 
} pofed of Horfe and Feot about 
| fix thoufand,not able to abide a 
.}a combat with the Abyflins:there- 
‘fore they thought upon nothing 
s}elfe thana fafe retreat. They had 
| plundred the Country people 
| that were yet fubject to Prefter 
| Fobn, and had carryed men, wo- 
sjmen and children into captivity. 
JA fad fight ic was unto us that 
-}were Chriftians, to behold our 
‘brethren and our Chriftian name 
ij} fo miferably abufed by the enemy 
tof Chrift, our Absna could noé 
J refrain from tears, he laboured to 
| relieve fome of them, and to com- 
Jfort chem in their afflictian, but for 
| fear of difcovering himfelf,he was 
}not willing to exprefs too much 
figrief of kindnefsto them, The 
‘2 Ga kmé 
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} up and cown, but the main body 


/ £20 
Embafladours credit faved us 
from all affronts, we lodged two 
nights with them ;.for during that 
time they expected the coming 
up offome Troups that were fent 
to pillage. Itis the cuftom of the 
people that border upon. the A- 
byffins, once a year to. vific their 
Territories, for chey meet with a 
confiderable deal of plunder with 
little or no hazard. The Abyfiins 
are more, fuperftitious than war- 
like, they have been renowned for 
Valour, buc at prefent they are 
Cowards, they fuffer every petty 
Nation, that is, daring to deftroy 
their borders , which 1s the faule 


chiefly of their. Governors; for. 


having fo much Riches as_ they 
have, fo mzny Mines of Gold, 
and other confiderable Commo- 
dittes, they might allow a part to 
fome war-like people to fight un- 


der their banners ,aad affift them. 


againtt 


| 
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Jagainft their troublefome Neigh- 
‘Jbours. At prefent they have little. 
J communication, with people of 
‘I their Religion, which if they had, 
Jit would be 2 mighty fupport to 
} them and their intereft; When 
the Portaguefes were fent with an 
J unconfiderable party into thofe 
} Dominions, the 46)/s72, Empe- 
J rour fele the benefice of -forrein 
J faccours, for the enemy was bea- 
} cen in two, battels, and fore'd to 
J yield to the Chriftian Valour. 
} Amongft ‘the Prifoners feveral oa 
} Noblemens children were feen, ne 
}who by their Meen and Garb 
} were diftinguifhable from the or- 
} dinary fort. Thefe poor.creatures 
‘were led to be fold in Twrky and 
} other places as beafts, and the 

worft is, they were to be forced 
| torenounce their Religion, What 
a grief was it to their Chriftian 
Parents, to fuffer fucha lofs, to 
C 3 have 
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(29) | 
have their Sons and Daughters a2 
mongft the Infidels¢ This tn- 
conveniency might be prevented, — 
did thefe In-land Chriftians keep 
a ftrong Guard upon their con-— 
fines, or witha ftout refolution 
Jabour to drive thefe Robbers far 
from their habitations, or labour 
to revenge themfelves, by carry- 
ing the War into their own Land, 
or by feizing on the Sea coaft,and 
the paflages of the mountains 
that limit their. Country, where 
they might place fuch ftrong 
Caftles and numerons Guards as _ 
might keep the Turks and Moors 
from all fuch~ attempts: But 
when we have fully taken a view 
of Abafsia or ~£thiopia Superiour, 
and of the Emperour and Go- 
vernment, we may be better able 
to fee the caufe of thefe diforders 
that happenalmoft every. year in 
fome corner of the Land, Having 
ae? there- 
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} therefore {pent fome deys in the 
# view of our Chriftian brethren 
W) chat were led into Captivity, we 
} took our leave of them and of the 
4) Tks Army, and marched on out 
i) journey towards a large Town of 
| the Kingdom of Tégremahen called 
| Bafbaw, it lies beyond a large Ri- 
4 ver that runs. through Africa, it 
| receives the tribute from. other 
lj] {mall Rivers, and thenic runs 
through many Countreys until it 
difcharges it felf into Ne/ws, the 
people of the Country call it ia 
their language Foga/st and others 
Guekrabock. Were it aot for this 
River, iz were not poffible to fub- 
fift in this In-land Country, but it 
Givides it felfinto fo many bran- 
 ches,and warers fo large.a Terti- 
tory, that no pare of the Empe- 
yours Country is without fome 
| benefic that it brings unto it, The 


Country round about did hear 
C4 the 
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the Marches of the enemies rage 
and fury, the Towns were burnt 
tothe ground, the people’ either 
fied or carryed into captivity, the. 
Jand and trees were’ not fpared in 
fome ‘places, for they had. cur. 
1 down a great quantity to facili- 
i tate their paflages over fome Ri- 
1 vers, Here we came into a Coun- 
| try far more fruitful than any o- 
ther Thad feenin wafriea’, it was 
capable: of ‘more improvement ; 
did the Inhabitants skill and in- 
cuftry anfwer the goodnefs of the 
foil; I do not find bur this part 
might bear as excellent’ Eruits ‘as 
any other place of the world. The 
heat of the climate quickens. na- 
ture in-the production of all Ve- 
getatives, fo that it is blefled 
with two Springs every yearjor at 
Jeaft with two ‘Crops of every 
i thing that is fown or planted, un- 
i «= —sddefs it be in thofe’ “places that 
‘i wens 


f (25) | 
‘want the benefic” of water; we 
met here with fome flying parts 
Yofthe Teks Army riding apace 
‘after the, main body, for they 
i} were purfued by feveral troops of 
Wthe CAbyfsivs. Thole thieves had 
Jadventured almoft near the. Im- 
‘}perial. Tents without refiftance, 
‘}not without confiderable plunder 
‘lable to reward them for their 
} labours; we proceeded on our 
i} way about two leagues betore we 
‘-}came to meet with the inhabitants 
:} of the Country , the firft were a 
‘}party of horfe-men very well 
}| mouated purfuing their enemies, 
| they complained unto the Embaf- 
‘| fadour of the T#rks violences, we’ 
‘| were afraid that they would have 
| violated the Law of Nations upon 
‘| him, they received us with thac 
| rage;the prefence of the Aénms. 
| hindred them from offering injary 
| tohis Perfen, Him they received 

: with 
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with all expreffions of honour and 
kindnefs ,and fuffered fome ef | 
them to return back to guard him, | 
the reft continued on their way. | 
They overtook the Zarks at the | 


ford ofa little River very bufie | 
co get over their Captives and | 
Goods, we heard that, they fell | 
upon them with a wondertul fo- 


ry and recovered much of the 


{poils killmg great numbers of | 
them. They returned afrerwards | 
in triumph with much honour, ha- | 
ving fo fucceflefully encountred 
with their enemies. Inthe mean 
whiles we proceeded in our joure | 


ney towards the Emperour of A- 


ba/sia, who hearing of the Abuna’s 


arrival, fent fome of his Court to 


Complement him and bid him 
welcome;where ever he paffed the | 


Clergy & people came to receive 
him with more figns of kind- 


(36) °° 


nefs than pomp, the prealions. 
) of | 


7 
iPof che people came to meet us at 
ithe entrance of the towns, and 
when we came within fight of the 
iSEmperours tents, he fent all the 
#Court to receive the eAbuna. 
Sdid carefully obferve all the cere- 
(imenies of Reception and Inftal- 


came within the tents, went to 
‘kifs the Emperours Girdle. He 
fiwas flanding ina ftately tent e- 
drectedin the middle ot the reft, 
Jabout it was a large place much 
Mike to a Market, where the 
| Conrtiers are accuftomed to walk, 
Jat the right hand is another very 
‘beautiful, where the Emperours 
Wives and Concubines dwell; 
at thetop ofthe Princes tent is 


a Golden Crofs with an Angel 
} holding icin bisleft hand, witha 
| drawn Cymeter in the right. The 
| Abuna went to change his habit 
}and puton another; according to 
the 
| 
| 
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iment, The Abyasaas {oon as he. 
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| had yviow I 
che Abyfitn cuftom, It isa very | 
fingular one, none bur the Highs)) 
Prieft hach the liberty to wear it) | 
for itisthe badge or charactet, by | 
| 
| 
| 


which he is diftinguifhed from the, 
other Papa’s or, Bifhops of that 
Country, and from the reft of the | 
Clergy ,, he was conducted next, | 
ro pay hisrefpects to the Empe= | 
rour, he was inche Kingdom of | 
Belegwaze near, atown very .well 

peopled and fcituated. ina. plea: | 
tant plain called Jkroah, about fix | 
leagues diftant from the, River} 
Tagafsi, Thad the fatisfaction to} 
accompany the, dbasa;, for he} 
was a manof avery mild and kind} 
fpitit, very pleafant in companys) 


yet grave and ferious, he, was led] 
by the Matter of the Ceremonies} 
iato the Inner. room where, the) 
Emperour lay upon.acurious Bed) 
of White. Cotton Bed. with a) 
larse fringe of Gold , behind him 
| ftood 
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R00d his naked Sword, and round 
bout were the Lords of his Pri- 
Wy Councel; above was a Canopy 
if cloath of Gold, with green 
a interwoven, the room ic’ fel€ 
was hung with the fame ftuffe; af- 
fon as the Abuna enter’d the room 
@he kneel’d three times on the 
#eround, and then afcended the 
Sfteps to the Bed to perform his 
ire{pedts; In the mean-whiles the 
§Emperoor rofe from his couch and 
half up embraced the Adywa, with- 
fing him miuch felicity in his Em- 
rire, they difcourfed fome time 
Grogether, and then he was. difmift 
@with allhonour and civility; the 
jEmperour was pleafed to take no= 
tice of his retinue, and particolir- 
ey of my felf. I was alfo admitted 
frotkhe honour of kiffing his Gire 
dlc, a ceremony only due to the 
WPrince, I followed the Abura, 
iwho received me into his own 
Hh lode- 
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lodgings, and would not fuffer mé 

whiles f wasin that Country to be | 
obliged to any other place for my | 
retreat, Now I have brought | 
my Reader into the Imperial tents | 
of Abafsia, itis convenient that we | 
fhould take a view as from a high | 
place of all the inferiour orders of | 
men, and of all particulars which | 
his curiofity may be inquilitive. 

And frit 


Of the Emsperoure 


He Emperour of the Abyf= | 
| fins isa Prince highly hono- 
red of his fubjects, becaufe they 
fancy him tobe lineally defcend-_ 
ed from that noble and Religious — 
King that firft planted the Chri- 
ftian Religion among ft them ; and 
as they are extreamly devoted to | 
it, fo much, that they appear ale 


moft extravagant in many of their | 
| Pras | 
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Wpractifes, they have no {mall re- 
‘pect to his Pofterity , who firft 
brought them the advantage of 
N¢he Chriftian Faith} None hath 
Naccefs to him of hisf{ubjects unlefs 
Git be upon folemn occafions , bus 
the chief Officers of his Crown, 
when he rides or is catryed abroad 
lif a Royal Throne, allhis people 
fall upon their knees and adore 
him; this throne isa kind of Se. 
'dan, but far more ftately, with 
| fteps afcending to it made of wood 
} gilt over, covered with Gold, itis 
‘}carryed upon mens fhoulders, or 
"| between four Horfes, the Empe- 
{| rour appears init with much ftate, 
‘and with more glory than inany o- 
i} ther thing that J have feen; He 
‘|mever ftirs out of histents , but 
600 men do follow him at his 
1) heels, they are his daily guard, 
| they wear a Livery and a Habie 
| diftinet from all other people, on 
| their iM 


4 
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theirhead a Scarlet bonnet with 
three white plumes: faftned ,be. 
hind with a: blew.crols on, theit| 
fhoulders, they havea very con-| 
venient, Coat sthat comes , down! 
tothe middle, with a Girdle or} 
Safh, over it a..Roman Mantle! 
hangs, more proper for State than’ 
action, the colour is green , it. Is 
got very long, nor troublefome| 
when they are obliged to make! 
ufeof. their, hands ;. fometimes | 
they ride, fometimes they go as 
foot ,as the Emperours occafion 

requires; for that purpofe he hath: 
always ready ia his Stables great’ 
numbers of Horfes, The Empe- 

rours Perfon is whiter than any:of 

his Kingdom, for the eAby/sins 

dre tawny, 2 colour. drawiag .near 

to black. [never faw any others. | 
of his Relations or kindred, but 

I hear they are all of rhe fame co=" 
lour, The people interpret this 
te 
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iio his advantage, that God by this 
iwdiftin@ion, hath fingled out that 
Family that isto Reign amongtt 
mthens, out of which they always 
mchufe their Emperour. their cu. 
aiftom is,that he fhould never’ mar. 
lery until he becrowned;then, with 
ithe confent ofhis Nobles he chu- 
sleth two Wives out of his King- 
isiom, he entertains befides as ma- 
tay Concubines as he’ pleafeth. 
hey are always withtim in his 
wtents with all their Attendants. 
nT he firft Maleschild ufually fuce 
ieeds the Father inhis Kingdom, 
tAfloon as the children are named, 
they are carryed to a very delict- al 
pus place in the middle of a Jarge iy 
wmountain called Amarak, where | 
mn ftately Caftle is built encom- 
spafied with the River Borohr, and 
tforeified with a ftrong wall, 
«here they are kept wich the o- 
ier precious things belonging to 
) D the 
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the Emperour, they never go out 
unlefs ic be in the Gardens and 
places of Recreation, with which 
this territory is abundantly fur-. 
nifhed, and then they never loofe’ 
the fight of their governours and 
guard; when the Fatheris dead| 
the chief Officers of the Empire 
come to this place, and anlefs the) 
eldeft be uncapable of the honour, 
they take him to fucceed in hit 
Fathers room. If there be nc 
Sons, the eldeft Daughter take} 
the Scepter. During their Father! 
life, they. are kept here as ina Se} 
razlio, to learn all exercifes prope) 
to theic Sex and age, They ar 
caught the Hebrew and <Arabie; 
tongues, humane Philofophy am 
the Principles of Chriftian Reli 
pion Here is for that purpofe | 
Jarge Library of above ren thou 
4 fand Volums all in Manufcripts} 
iW fome told me that they had ther) 
Hi th. 
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ithe moft. ubcront BOATS of the 
i} world written by the eLgyptias 
}Sagesinthe time of cAtofes, by 
WW Phenicians afterwards, and by the 
il) Learned of all Ages. ‘I faw fome 
iin the Library (into which I had 
‘i the leave to enter)that were made 
i of the egyptian leat called Papy- 
li y#s , and others made of old 
Parchment that did bear the 
imarks of antiquity. I ask’d the 

| Subdi an Officer that led me in to 
fee the curiofities, how they did 
to preferve the Books fo many 

i years from confuming, he told me 
that they do ufually tranfcribe 
them when the leaves are worn 
Wor likely to decay, and that for 
mW that intent there are twenty three 
}Perfons appeinted with a good 
maintenance for them by the fore 
ijmer Emperourss their imploy- 
ment isonly to tranfcribe and co- 
py out the books that age threa- 
H) D2 tens 
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tens to fpoils; they have nor the 
excellent ufe of Printing, for wart 
of communication with theit Ewro- 
pean brethren. Hither arealfo fent | 
the ‘chief Noblemens fons of the 
ny Empire tokeep company with the 
a Royal bloud, and’to receive with 
| | them the inftructions which this 
at place-only affords’, for here “is | 
| maintained -a ‘Learned: Bifhop 
with feveral inferiour’ Priefts that 
have thecharge of inftructing and | 
tutering: the Children that are | 
committed to their cuftody. ‘The 
Biliop is‘Goverfior of the Caftle 
and. Overfeer'of the Diocefs or 
Kingdom of ‘Amarashere'is his Pa- 
lace: ‘anid place’ of: abode, he fel- 
dom ftirsto *Courte The Empe- | 
rour vifits this place’oncea’ year 
svith bis Wives. When he is ‘cho- 
fea,thenall his: brethren accom- 
pany hime to his: Coronation; “a 
great{olemnivyin-vhis place as well | 
: ul as 
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dis among ft our Chriftian Princes, 
Tafterwards the Males. are fentto 
- . ‘ 
govern Provinces , the Maids are 
idifpoted of in Mariage to Nobles 
Imen, who commonly expeé this 
itime as an opportunity to advance 
ithemfelves by fuch an alliance, 
‘The Emperour is firft crowned 
jwith thorns before he puts on the 
Amperial Diadem; in imitation of 
Jour Saviour, or to exprefs the 
Stroublefome employment that he 
Jistoundertake. The buna puts 
{both upon his head, in the place 
appointed for the devotions of the 
Ipeople,in the prefence of al] the 
| Nobility ofthe Country.At that 
}time the Prifons are opened, a 
|thoufand flaves are releafed at 
Jthe Emperours charge, and the 
} poor are relieved, actions that be- 
}comea Chriftian Emperour, be- 
| fides a great Feaftis kept feveral 
| days with all the {plendor that 
D 3 pe. 
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becomes fo great a Prince, and fo 
large a Fortuneand great Reve- 
nue. The prefent Emperours 
name is Abrabam, he is a young 
man about thirty years of age, his 
Meen is comely and pleafant, his, 
body is ftreight and tall, the fea | 
tures of his face are very well 
proportioned; fothat he paffech | 
fora great Beauty amongft them; | | 
his eyes are quick and large, he is | 
much delighted with the fport of 
hunting the wild Beafts, for tha¢ | 
intent he keeps excellent Horfes | 
and preat Maftives thatare fetcht: 
out of Isdoftanand Arabia; the 
chief Officers that are near his 
Perfon, are his Bi/hur, the Lieute- 
nant General of his Armtes; the 
ZLoroah,the Treafurer and fuper- | 
intendant of his revenues; the 
Bikir,the grand ‘Marthal of the 
Kingdom who is alfo the fu- 
pre am Judge of Affairs of confes 
quence 


— 
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quence; the Halob , the Secretary 
of State ; Dirtharvah Neguz, the 
i Captain of the Guard, or prefer- 
ver of the great Emperours Per- 
fon; Satyrbab is the Chamberlain 
of his Houfhold; the Grafbun is the 
if keeper of his Horfes; feveral o- 
ther Officers are in his Court, 
i whofe names I omit; when they 
come to their Emperour they . 
i bow their knee three times to the 
{iground, The Embaffadours of 
ui the Infidels do never receive the 
«honour of {peaking tohim, but 
tithey are dealt with by the media- 
tion of fome appointed for that 
dparpofe, The U4buna is much 
Jrefpected at Court, what he 
( {peaks,is received by all as a Law. 
| The former Emperour was 2 man 
| of War, buc this is a Peace- maker 
to his own prejudice, and that of 
Jhis Subje@s, He hath this good 
| quality, that he is fevere againft 
: D4 all 
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all vices, againft Swearing and | 
Drunkennels, gc. He is fitter to | 


fic upon. a peaceable: Throne than | 


to governone that hath. fo many 
watchful @nemies. about it, as his 
hath, He is. very inquifitive into 


all Affairs, be {uffers none to be) 
difpatcht without his knowledge, 


He ts not. eafily over-ruled by 
Councel, but fticks faft to his own 


opinionand refolution, fometimes | 


to his prejudice; he is very Religi. 


ous, and a great obferver of the 


Ceremonies of his Church, . ha- 
3 


ting all things that appear. with | 


the face of Innovation; by. this 


means it happens that all about | 
him look fo ferious in. their Reli- 


gious duties, and thew. lefs. pro- 
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he is certainto be difgrac’d as 
oon as the fame .hath .reach’d his 


{ae 


their. Practifes, their’ | 
rinces example . encourages. | 
hem,If any be named debauch’d, | 


Car ) 
Maftersear, A preat fayourité 
of the Emperour,one that attend- 
ed on him continually, was. fu- 
{pected to have fome familiarit 

with anothers Wife, the fufpici- 
on was blown by: fome envious 
perfons into the Emperours ear, 
who prefently fent for him, and 
dif{mifled him his fervice, ‘This 


| good feverity cauferh his Laws 


to be well obeyed, Did this 
Emperour know as well how to 
dealwith his enemies, as he doth 
know how to govern his Subje@s, 
he would be as :much» feared ‘a- 
broad as he is reverenced at home, 
and all his Neighbours would 
{tand in awof hime I doubt not 
but the Empire of Ethiopia would 
be again reftored to its former 


Greatnefs, could he but as well 
manage a Sword as a Scepter. But 
that. weaknefs is to be attributed 


y 


tothe manner and place of his 
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Education,he hath been {hut with: 
in the narrow limits of a little 
Territory uato which he did con- 
‘fine his ambition when he was: 
produced in the world; his larger 
fortune did not increafe his pre- 
tentions, bat being content to 
what he then enjoyed, the increafe 
was look’d uponasa fuperfluity, 
befides this manner of Education 
weakens the fpirics that fhould 
have a compa(s anda larger fcope 
toact hana narrow mountain or 
a fmall Territory. He was there 
fo accuftomed toa Pedantick life, 
thac he knew not/how to handle 
the helm of Stare,and act fupream 
in the bufinels of the Empire, 
His Governours I conceive did fo 
domineer over him, as it:is their 
cuftom, that: he was ignorant in_ 
any other thing but how to obey. 
As therefore our Countryman *. 
emMachiavel wilely advifes, let the 
Prince 
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IPrince chat isto fucceed his Fa- 
Ither be nurfed up in the Camp, 
band inthe mid@ of bufinefs a. 
} mongft men of courage and refo- 
Hlucion, that he may take imprel-_ 
jfions futable to the employment 
the is to have in the world; for 
j were a Prince to judge of a propo- 
[ition of Divinity, or to compofe 
a piece of Latine or Greek, I 
i would then fhat inthe wandring 
thoughts of his youth, and nor 
i futfer them to fee the world a- 
i broad: but feeing he is to com- 
} mand men,rather than Schollars; 
} and.to compofe thofe Affairs up- 
Fon which depend his Subjects ti 
} quiet and happinefs, I think i¢ ts an 
| wifdom to train him up according- A 
ily, and fet him fee the face of i 
| Souldiers as well as of Pedants, a 
| Gun and a Sword as well] as 
| Books, that he may not only be 
| a Mafter, buta King. My bufinels 
: is 
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isnot to enlarge upon the manner 
of Education proper to a Prince; 
only [ take notice of the defaults 
I have mark’d in Ethiopia in the 
bringing up their young Nobility, 
and the Perfon that is to wear the. 
Crown, that if thefe Memoirs 
have the happinefs to fall into’ the 
hands of any of our Princes of I- 
taly, they’ may not make their 
Children fo bookifh that they may 
not be able to handle a Sword, 
This prefent Emperour of £thio- 
peais the moft Learned of all his 
Dominions, he fpeaks Arabick, 
Perfian, Hebrew, and many other 
Languages; heisread in Philo. 
fophy, in Aftrology: He is fitter 
for conremplation rhan for action, 


of 


Of the Imperial Cowrt, 


7 Neer fo Reli ‘gious and 
Learned a Prince we may 


‘look tor Courtiers of the fame 
temper, for although fome may 


follow their inclinations, it is com- 
mon to fee them frame themfelves 


}according to their Princes will and 


difpofition. Never any Court 
was’ bettet modelled.  Selomon 
¢rom whom this Emperour gives 


‘Peut to have derived his Pedigree, 


did never order his Houfhold ina 
more ‘excellent’ manner.’ “Every 
Officer’ is to’be® dil'igentin ‘his 
place, if Fany | be carelets or \ cor- 
rupt, the Shéwvabows, the Compe 
trolers and © fficers appointed to 
take notice of all mifdemeanours; 


| Bee er offences ‘are pubithied with 


he difcredit: of lofi ne the place, 
idea with imprifonment and 
lols 
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lofs of Eftateand life. The We! 
gaz himfelfis fo fevere, that lates) 
ly at the requeft of his Mother he 
would not pardon a murderer, 
one of his Attendants, when he | 
had killed a child of an Inferis)| 
our birth and Parentage, but caus) 
fed him to be forthwith banifhed | 
out of bis Territories, a | 

Befides the Bithops that wait 
upon the Court, here are ten) 
Chaplains, Minifters of the Infe- 
riour Orders of the Clergy, who) 
doon the Sabbath day expound | 
before the Emperour in their | 
turns, fome Text of Scriprure ac- | 
cording to the ancient manner of 
the Fews who. had their Synago. | 
gues, where the Law was read | 
and explained to the people every | 
weck, The Saturday is the day. | 
i appointed in this place for publick | 
ay Devotion. The manner ob. | 
a ferved at that time, I fhall fet | 
down | 
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idownin its place; all Orders of 
imen do. refore to their Churches 
ico affift in the fervice of God. 

_ In the Court are entertained 
Dall the Princes fons that have any 
i dependency upon this Empire ; 
| when they come of age whiles 
| they are young , they are kept in 
| the Caftle of smara,and there 
# brought ap with the young Em- 
) perorsa policy not unufeful to this 
4} State, forby this means they are 
| taught betime to know and re- 
{pect their future Prince, and 
} whenthey are of age to manage 
| and govern the Affairs of their 
'feveral jurisdictions; they are 
| more faithful to his intereft, for 
} whom they have: had a kindefs 
| from their Infancy , for nothing 
| nourifhes love fo much as an early 
| acquaintance; and nothing lays a 
| betcer foundation to a fincere 
| friendfhip and loyalty, as a fami- 
liarity 
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(48) > 
liarity from \their tender ‘years, 
Fhey.are there taught to honour 
nd re{pe& the Emperours: @hilt 
dren, and he is alfo obliged toa 
loving corref{pendency with them; 
But afloonas they: come’ ofage, 
the Emperor calls them'to' Court; 
and there «they are. further ine 
ftructed: and‘tutored before he 
commirs unto them their ’ Fathers 
Eftates and Kingdoms, This’ ob- 
liges alfo the Parents to ftick clofe 
tothe Emperour, for their fons | 
are as pledges in His Court of 
their fidelity and obedience. | 

The Emperour is not ‘to’ dwell | 
inany boufe, nor to make any:lone 
reiidencein ‘any Town, ‘for-they 
Jook upon it:as beneath: bis “Gran= | 
deur co be. confined within the | 
Wailsof any habitation;and they 
judge it: sosticonfiftant with the 
benefit of the‘publick , that one | 
place - fhould' conftantly- enjoy 
him ; 


(nr en eS 


whim ; therefore it is provided. by 
tithe Statute Law of that Nasion, 


i|that the Prince fhall never ftay a- ad 
ajbove four days in any Town, for ad : 
u{thac’ reafon, when he hath ue 
«been beaten by his Neighbours, a 
jhe fhut not up himfelf in Cities or ve re 
i» Fortreffes, but faved himfelf into A. . 

¢/ the remoteft and Defart places; . 8 
where none did offer tofeek him a 
.|out, or to adventure themfelves one 
| but thewild beafts. The people | 


y/of the Country that hold from 
fihim all their Lands and Tene- 
jments, do never fuffer him to be 
| long in that diftrefs, but they flock 
ejabout him out ofa fear to lofe i. 
the right or privileges of his pro- ie 
.|teGions fo thatif he lofeth one .e 
»/batcel and his people be deftroyed 
yiwhiles there are any remaining 
«inthe Land, heisableto make a 
» | head againft the enemy, for all are 
; obliged in fuch cafes to appear in 
i Arms 
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Arms from fixteen years old to 
fixry, unlefs ficknefs doth furniflt 
them with any reafonable excufes 
There isone practice remarka- 
ble inthis Courc, every morning. 
all the Officers of the Neguz do 
pay their refpeéts unto him about 
eight a clock, not to his Perfon, 
burto fomethine that reprefents 
it, In the Anti-Chamber of the 
Emperonr is a couch of State _ 
ftanding under a glorious Canopy; 
upon three fteps above the couch 
is a Golden Scepter richly fet 
with precious Stones and Pearls, 
it commonly leans againft the 
hanging of theroom, Before this 
empty featare always waiters to 
obferve all that omitto pay cheir 
daily homage. Iris the duty of 
every one to prefent himfelf, and 
kneel three timesto the ground 
beforeic every morning whether 
the Emperour be there: or not, 
7 The 
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The cAbyfsins never ftir theit 
ae nor difcover their heads, but 
‘in the Churches av their devoti- 
jons, then they obferve the pra- 
) ctice of all other Chriftiass. Lefs 
}fer civilities are paid only witha. 
) bow of the body, and an inclinati- 
j onof the head, holding the right 
Hhand clofeto the brealt; greater 
Srefpects are exprefled with the ' 
) bow of the knee, the kiffing of the i 
girdle or ‘the thigh, and of the 
ground upon which. the perfon 

_thac we intend to honour walks. 
Women are rarely feen a- 
imongft the men at Court, they 
have a private place unto ‘which 
none ts admitted but the Absze, 
and fome of the moft Religious 
Perfons. They have Eunuchs that 4 

wait upon them, ufually Blacks, a4 
they appear at the Churches , bus, | 
ina place feparated from the reft. 


Sometimes, when the Emperour’ 
Eo will 
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will thew his: Grandeur and-hap- 
pinefs to his Courtiers, he fends 
for his Chief Queen, who mutt, 
app. ar inallthe State and Glory 
that her Indultry or Beauty ean| 
produce, fhe is received by the 
Emperour with fome expreffions 
ef kindnefs, and chen fhe is ad- 
mitted to fic down on his right 
hand, for the left is the place of 
honour in efbafsia. | 

Once every year he hath a 
great Feaft kept ac Court, with. 
wonderful expreffionsof joy, it is 
the day of the Emperours Birth, 
It is the cuftom that the wWegus | 
fhould give entertainment to all | 
that will be pleafed to accepr of 
his kindnefs, he is the nexe day 
after requited with Prefents of| 
the moft confiderable Perfons of 
his Court. | 

This Imperial Court is never | 
fixed in any one place, but Maré 

: ches | 
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‘iches with the Emperour, about 


; 6000 Tents do always pitch a: 

pout him, in {uch an — excellent i 4 
i order, that in a moment, from the a1: 
, farthermoft tent one may come to | 


chat ofthe great Negwz, where 2 


, trong guard watches about his | 
f Perfon day and night, The Soul- i 
; diers of the Kings guard are very F 


ieatly attired, and well furnifhed 
byith Bows and Guns, they are 
nixed at prefent, fince the ufe of 
“Powder was introduced amongft 
‘hem by the Portugue/es. ! 


et 
> rn 


T of the Government. 


| He Emperour hath feveral 
a) ereat Kingdoms that ac- 
nowledge his jurisdiction, and 
sven or eight crowned heads thay 
‘te under him; His name is Glew t 
| E 3 Belyl 


Belul , that is, Precious Giam or | 
Fobn,a name of the fame ‘fignifi.| 
cation as Illuftrious Serenus, Ex:| 
cellent, cc. -- Titles that we give 
to our Princes. When.he writes,| 
this is his ftile, 


In the name of God, the Fathay 
‘Almighty, Creator of Heaven ant 
Earth,of things vifible and invifible 
in the name of Godthe Sos Fefy, 
Chrift, who ws the fame with the. Fa| 
ther from the beginning of the world 


Light of Light, true God of true Gea 
and in the name of God the Hol 
Spirit, whos alfa a living God pre 
creding fromthe Father. 7 


This Letter you fhall-receiy 
from a mighty King, whofe nam 
the Lions da refpeét, by the graci| 
af God I amcall’d’ Athani Ting) 
bibs that Is, the Incenfe of thi 

Vir] 
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if itgin,the fon of K.David,the fon 
it Solomon, the Son of the King 
by the hand of Mury, the Son of 
Naw according to the fieth; & the 
pon of S, Peter,& S.Pasl,according 
o erace, the beloved of God , the 


iA deaot ‘angue,0t Golame,where 
Nis Nilus fource of Damaraa, of 
| Vaguensedrt ot Ambea,ot Prague, of 
i) Tigremahoxs, o Sabaym,the Coun- 
Htry of the Queen of Saba, of Ba- 
magaes, and Supream Lord as far 
‘}as Nubia that confines upon E- 
| gypt,&ce Many Titles and King- 
| doms are leapt together to ex- 
| prefs his Grandeur, at prefeat he 
enjoys but the Titles alone of 
it E 4 many 
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many of thofe Kingdoms, wbiteal 
others do eat up the reverfion,| 
eleven or twelve of them dore. 
main faithful to him, fometimes | 
the Inhabirants are difturbed, by | 
their war-like Neighbours , but’ 
they could never be fubdued by 
any other Prince, for his fake they, 
endure the lofs of their Goods, 
Eftates , Children, and oft times 
they are ‘driven into extream Po- 
verty, becanfe they cannot leave | 
their lawful Prince; buc they mutt |. 
alfo renounce Religion with him) 
before they can. be accepted of 
by their enemies. 

This confideration ties hem 
faft to the Negus intereft, and | 
obliges them tobe moft faithful 
unto him notwithftanding all their 
loffes. 

The Government of this Great | 
Prince is partly Arbitrary , and | 
partly rs to the sritren | 
Laws | 
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‘Laws that are contained In two 
F}Volums,written as they fay by the 
) Apoftles themfelves. The firft 
‘Ithey call A/anida, the other. they 
name Abethilis, they comprehend 
‘ithe Rules of Government, rela- 
i) ting toright or wrong 5. they fur- 
() ther obferve much of the politick 
) Law of mefes,which he command« 
l) ed the Fews. In thofe other ce- 
4 cafions of which thefe Books are 
} filent, the Emperours or the 


i) Judges pleafure and reafon paffeth 


W fora Law. The firft Books called | 
: Masida and Abethil, are full of 

1 moft excellent Rulesand Statutes, 
i) Some wile man of that Empire 
{) compofed them for fo cireé the 
' Prince inthe execution of his Of- 
fice: and that they might receive 
| more credit, he caufed it to be 
t) bruited abroad, chat thefe books 
i} had been found in the ruines of the 
i) Church where St. Lycenon . who 
: was 


) 
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ye 
was fent into Ethiopia by St. Phe- 
lip the Apoftle, did teach and that 
they had been compofed by the 
Difciples of our Saviour affem-' 
bled together ina general Coun- 
cel. ‘Afloon as this religious lye 
had been divulged, every oné was 
defirous to fee and hear the Con- 
tents of this Book, when they faw 
therefore that the matter was an- 
fwerable to the fameof it, they 
began really to credit it, fo that 
they do as religionfly obey the 
commands of thefe Books asthe 
Gofpels , and the word of God, 
When the Emperour dines oF 
fups, fome {mall ‘portion of itis 
read before him after the Mufick, 
which in this country is very plea- 
fant and grateful to the ear, more 
than in any other place out of J- 
taly, although the inftraments 
upon which they play be not ike 


Ours, 
The 
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The Emperour hathone Judge 


called Bikir over all his domini- 
ons,to judge of matters of right or 
-wrong,under him are the Sudbr- 


drie’s,provincial Judges that are to 
give up ah account ot their actions 
tohim, they are often removed 


atthe leaft complaint, and others 


placed’ in their rooms. Jt is agreat 
difgrace to receive a bribe, they 
all do follow the dictates of reafon 
in pronouncing their fentences, in 
proportioning the penalttes accor- 
ding to the nature and hdainouf. 
ne(s of the offences. Thefe Judges 
have only a power over the peo- 
ple, the Clergy and Monks have 
other Officers and Superinten- 
dants that do judge of their mat- 
rers. 
Befides thefe inferiour Judges, 
every other year the grand Mar- 
fhal of Supream Bikir fends men” 
_ into feveral Provinces to hearken 
after 


(60) ) 
after the behaviour, and examine 
the deportment of the Judges, 
If any be found guilty of any 
crime, he is feverely punifhed and 
fhamefully thruft out of his OF 
fice witha mark of Infafhy, that 
renders him. incapable of having 
any publick employment in this 
Conntry. “Such feldom remain 
there long, for the fhame and oh- 
Joquy of the people forces them 
to be gone and feck other habita- 
tions in a remote Country. The 
Bkir hath alfo his Lieutenants, 
like unto our Coloneis,difpofed 

of in all the dom{aions of grand 

Negaz, each Lieutenant gives him 

account of allthe menhe jis able 

to provide for the fervice of the 

Prince in cafe of neceffiry , and he 

governs the people, keeps all 

things in order, affitts the. Bskir 
and all his inferiour Officers in the 
execution of their Offices; when 

; they 
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| they are requir’d;for that-purpofé, 
‘they have fo many men ready 
} uponall occafions to obey their 


orders; thefe receive a continual 


falary from the Emperour , al- 
though they are otherwife em- 


| ployed infeveral Trades, Atthe 


leaft fummons they affemble at 
the Rendezvous, and follow their 
Leaders 5 who by this means 
keep allche Country inawe , and 
appeafe the tumults and diforders 


that may happen amongft a mix- 


ed multitude. 

In the time of the Wars, thefe 
Lieutenants of diftin@ places ga- 
ther thetr men together at the 
place appointed ,and then march 
withthem according to order, u- 
{ually to the place where the great 
Neguz is himfelf,to guard and de- 
fend his Perfon, They carry with 
them their Provifions and Viéu- 
als propostionable to the tire 
| appoint- 
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appointed for. them to ftay in 
Arms. Thefe officers have places 
allotted to them for their mainte- 
nance by the Emperour , who is 
Lord and fole owner of al] the 
Land within his great Empire,. All 
the people are but his flaves, their 
{ubftance and goods are his when 
he wiil require them,unto perfons 
more eminent than the reft he 
appoints certain Lands and pla- 
ces for to ‘recompence them for 
the pains they takein his fervice; 
All the people pay the tenth parc 
of all fruits co the King, that Re- 
venue belongs to the Crown:they 
always pay the tribute and. taxes 
in the Commodities of the Coun- 
try,in Salt, Gold; Silver; Corn; 
Hides, Elephants Teeth,the horn 
of the Rhinecerot, flaves and fuch 
like. 

Now this manner of Govern- 
ment is only in the Territories; 
more 


(62) | 
‘more immediately fubject co-the 
Neeuz, the others,where tributary 
Kings do Reign,are not thus fub- 
jet to his power , the Kings give 
‘no account of their actions to him, 
or to his Officers, but play the 

)foveraigns in all their jurisdictions, 

}caufing money to be ftamp’d ta 

) their names, tributes and cuftoms 
ito be levyed according to the 

} publick wants, difpofing of all of 

) fices and places within their ter- 

} ritories at their will, 

Of late they have brought ig 

} ftamped Coin, which before was 

| not known in this Empire. The 

name and titlesof the Neg#ex Is 

Printed in one fide, and a large 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Characters fignifying that he tsa 
defender of the Crofs, There are 
yet fome little pieces of Gold; 
Brafs and Iron, with Pepper , and 
all other Merchandifes,that ferve 
inftead 
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Crofs on the other, with fome’ 


. ee | 
inftead of Coin in the places far, 
from the Imperial Court, and 
where Coin cannot fo eafily be’ 
obrained nor made, Thofe thae 
are found guilty of crimes, are not 
ordinarily punifhed with death 
(they ufe co deprive them for) 
their offences of fome of their 
Limbs) of their eyes; hands, or” 
feet, forcing them to a continual: 
fufferance the reft of their days, 
If any commit facriledge ,' he is | 
burnt without mercy in the fire 3 
and thofe that murder, by their 
Law are co lofe their lives, “unlefs. 
the Prince will mitigate the pue. | 
nifhment by a perpetual prifon or” 
banifhment. | 

Inthe Manda are feveral penal 
Statures, among ft the reft, thacif 
a Prieft be guilty of any crime, as _ 
of murder, of perjury, adulcery, 
ée, heis to be punifhed-in the 
fame manner as the reft of the 
peo. 


go ees 


boeople, that he is to be called be- 

ifore the common Judge after thae 

ithe Bifhop hath notice of the faa, 
and that both together are to pro- 

Jnounce the fentence that he -de- 
Merves without any mercy, 

). Ic is commanded in that book, 
Jthas all, both Secular and Eccle- 
Miaftick perfons are to abftain from _ 
Pll carnal Copulation during the 
WNpace of twenty four hours nexe 
immediately before they enter in- 

fto che Churches, 

There is inita very wholfome 

Law that concerns the good of 

the publick: It is that cwo times 

Ievery year there hall be an A 

fembly called of the moft Reve- 

fend and Eminent Perfons of the 

PNatioa to confult of the Affairs 

bt the Charch, and eftablifh Laws 

according to the occafions and 
mes, That then the Adana fhall 

At as Prefident with the Empe- 

. rours 
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rours chief Judge , and that of the 
Clergy and Frycrs, there fhall be 
called out of all parts to make 
Decrees tor the good of the Em- 
Dire, 
Adulterers ate punifhed with 
ceath in this manner. The Man 
andthe Womanare ftript naked 
and ty’d up by the legs to fome 
high tree, where they are to re- 
mainto feed the Fowl! of the air, 
until their bones and flefh fall to 
the ground, It is no lefs than 
death co touch then, or to offer 
to thew favour to their dead Car- 
kaffes. By this exemplary punifh- 
ment of thefe offenders , men 
grow more wary how they ven- 
ture to defile their Neighbours 
Bed, and Womenare not fo free 
of their Tailes as amongft out 
jealous Italians, Men in this Coun- 
try pretend not fo much Court- 
fhip and Gallantry ; aad ‘Women 
dare 


dare not countenance the declara- 


| tions or paffion of a fecret Lover. 


Cuftom here teaches women as 


| much » privacy as in any other 
| place, bute not with that ftrictnefs 


-thac might render them ridicu- 


‘Jous, but they abufe it not as 


other people do,the better to hide 
their foul actions ,and the meet- 
ings of their Gallants. There is 
more innocency in the behaviour 


_ of the women; as much modefty; 
-but lefs craft and fubulcy; as much 


freedom, but little debauchery. 
Murder is no lefs hatefulin this 
place, it hath a punifhment allot- 
ted to it no lefs grievous: The 
murderer that knew howto de- 
ftroy others, is forced to deftroy 
himfelf alfo; in this manner 2 
Sword is put into his hands, and 
he is laid upona large piece of I- 
ron flat, as long and as broad as 2 
mans body, itis fupported with 
F:2 four 


(68 
four feet under it, a gentle flame 
is entertained that heats it, and 
puts him by degrees to ctuel ‘tor- 
ments, the pain Be rage forces him 
to thruft the weapon into his own 

bowels, by that means to deliver 
himfelf fromthe unmesciful fury 
of the fire, and abridge his tor- 
tures. This kind of death 1s pra- 
étifed in Tigremahon and Angote, in 
other places, the murder 1s exe- 
cutedin another manner, they flea 
him alive, and cut his eye lids,and 
then they expofe him to the Sun 
in that raw condition in fome e- 
minzac place, rubbing him over 
with honey to invite the Bees and 
W:{ps tofeed upon him, This 


kind of death is che moft inhu- ~ 


mane that [ ever -beheld, The 
ainis both grievous and tedious, 
death creeps upon them by de- 
ycees, and fuffers them not to die 
i heb have endured a world ef 
mifery. The 
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The Noblemenand Grandees 
ofthe Court that offend the We- 


| guz, or commit any. other crime 


worthy of death, are not executed 


-inthe common manner, nor tn the 


ufual places appointed for that 
purpofe, There is in the King- 
dom of Damut a high Mountain 
naturally well fortified with a 
fteep ridge of hills on every. fide, 
anatrow paflage leads up to the 
top, where a Caftle is erected 


‘keptby the Souldiers of the Ne- 


guz guard. There all noble men are 
brought that venture to break the 
Laws of the Land, or to difpleafe 
their Soveraign Lord, The Ter- 
ritorie round about is very bar- 
ren, and the place extream cold 
moft part of the year, whether 
ir be the nature of the Soil, or the 
eleyation of the Mountain inte 
the fecond Region ef the Air,none 


| could tcll me,but here thefe Per- 


E 3 fons 


AT LEONE ee ee i i ox iu) 
Bi ME Rh A i el As PO CSOT ch lA ee Oe 


(79) 
fons of Qaality are famifhed to 
death, imprifoned, and purtto 
fuffer feveral other forts of pu- 
ments according to the pleafure 
of the Negaz. This place is very 
convenient for that purpofe, for 
the Friends and Acquaintance of 
the offenders cannot come to learn 
the miferies thac they endure, nor 
the cruelties that they fuffers, 
which if they did know, might 
oblige them toarevenge, or ill 
will againft their Emperours. 


Of feveral Cufoms of the Abyfsins. 


“Fo He Emperour and people | 
have fo great-a refpeé for 

the Churches, that they never 
ride by them upon their Horfes, | 
as foon as they come within a hun- | 
dred paces, they alight and walk | 
afoot bowing atthe publick pla-— 
| ces 
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ces of their Devotion, in pepent 
‘of that great \ God that. harh nae 


+ med pone is seas Of Pa yer, AS 


Ss ray "R Refider ee. certain Reli 
pious meh docatry before him up- 
on theit fhoule i . banner with 
fome proes yepreic tion: in it, 
wit! nh alk Ai tar or Tabie of Stone, 
ywoon WwW nich they ule t tc > Celedeate 
their Co ommunion , before e sherm 

A 


senator i fellow with i Centler 
; > hand, and a little ellin che 
other, nai found of itt aid 
mencome down, the peopie ftand 
by, and all do prepare themfelves 
co let their Prince pais. 

They never ule to fend their 
thoughts one to another in wii- 
ting, ‘but by meflengers,eitt her out 
of ionorance or fupert tition, for 
they fancy the ufe of writing fo 


if Reced” 
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2 
facred, that they will not profane 
it in ordinary bufinefs, becaufe 
God hath been pleafed tocommit | 
his Holy Word in writing; yer of © 
late, feeing the inconveniencies — 
their {crupulous fancies have re- | 
duced them to, they have made | 
ufe of writing in feveral occafions, 
as in Regiftring the Affairs of the 
Kingdoms , in fetting down the 
expences, disburfements and Re- 
ceits of the Emperours Revenues, 
ec. Bue the charaéters are di- 
{tinct from thofe of the Bible, or 
of their Sacred Books. And when 
the Emperour fends an Embaffa- 
dour, hethen difpatches with him 
fome Credential Letters. 

They are norto make Wine 
but by ftealth, none but the Aba- 
wa and the King may caufe the 
Grapes to be ftrained; for they. | 
are afraid that if Wine did grow 
common, it would introduce much 
Ly RRR Si ie 


_ debauchery and many diforders, 
which could not find a remedy. 
They do not forbidit out of fue 


perftition as the Turks, but for 


| fome politick confiderations that 


Wine may not grow fo commen 
amonegft them, that they might 
neglect the other drinks which en- - 
courage Husbandry, for they ufe 
a fort of drink made of a leaf which 
they fow, it isof a pleafant tafte, 
much like unto old Mede., a drink 


. made of Honey. They drink alfo 


water fteeped with Barley, & other 
Grains, The Emperour and the 
Abuna have \iberty to drink and 
make Wine by their Laws, All 
the Wine of this Country is very 
black, but a great Cordial, tt 
burns not {o much the ftomach as 
others do in hot places , but chee 
rifheth and refrefheth the body. 
The towns in this Country are 
not numerous, in Houfes they fel- 
| dom 
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dom Sa above 2n00. I Wire 
{aw a walled City, fome Catt 
of late rave been built for i 
fare rather than for defence. 
a ir houfes are but mean and 
ww, covered eh a thick thatch, 
their beds are Hides tied up at the 
four corners. They eat upon cou- 
ness} with a Irie round and low 


table placed before them rhat fup- 
ports a pepe: is they have fome 
Veflels made Of ear th of a fhining 
black very peat thefe are 


their cups to drink; of late they 
have the | ig ot Gold and Silver 
in their houfes. 

They have feveral forts of 
weapons ; fhort Lances, Swords 5 
Bbw! and Arrows without Feae 
thers, Helmersand Head-pieces ; 
they have got fome field Guns 
purchafed eon Merchants at an_ 
extraordinary rate, to encourage 


them to import more. 
The 


PRA AIT 
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The Abyfsins are stil lyars 
| and deceivers, they feldom {peak it 
}eruth when they fwear, unlefs a 
they be brought to take a folemn a 
Oath, or be forced to fwear by the | 
| Head of their Wegwz, or be {cared 
) with the thoughts of Excommu- 
| nication, for they apprehend that 
| above a ll corporal punifhments. 
| Thisis their manner of admint- 
| ftring an Oath, the party thatis to 
. fwear follows two Priefts to the 
’ Church-door, they carry before 
him Fire and Incenfe, as {oon as 
the party comes, the Priefts canfe 
him to lay his hand on the door, 
faying unto him thefe words: Jf 
thee [wear an untruth ,as the Dra- 
99 devonreth the beafts of the For- 
ref, fo letthe infernal Devils de- 
| wvourthee, asthe Grapes are bruifed 
: in the Wine-pre[s, folet them bruife 
| thy bod) , and as the fire confumeth 
the wood, (o let shy [oul for ever barn 
i73 


(76) 
in bell, The party chat fweareth 
an{wers toevery one of thefe im- 
precations Amen, But if thou 
{peak the truch,let thy life be pro- 
longed with honour, and thy: fou! 
at laft be received into heaven; 
and again he anfwereth Amen, 
which being ended, he tells what 
he knows of the bufinefs required 
from him. 

They have not the liberty to 
kill an Ox without the Gover- 
nours leave, although ir belong to 
them, for they are careful.to pre- 
ferve Cattel in that place from 
the excefs of Luxury; here are no 
fhamoles therefore in the towns, 
as in Europe; their, ordinary vito- 
als are Mutton, Herbs, Fruit, 
Fow],. wild Beafts, and fuch like, 
The wild Goats do. increafe here 
in fuch a manser, efpecially near 
the Mountains, that they eatap 
all the Corn and Grals,other wild 
things 


4 
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| things are here in greac_ numbers ; 
| they do not’theretore {juffer theit 


tame Cattel to be deftroyed 


| (whiles they have fo many wild, 


thatthey threaten the Fruits of 


~the earth wich deftruction) to en- 


courage the hunting of trem, they 
forbid the ordinary ufe of Beef. 
This Inland people is naturally of 
a lazy difpofition,they have there. 
fore many Laws to quicken them, 
and oblige them to, labour and 
provide for their own prefervati- 


~on, As the not killing of their 


Oxen without Licenfe , the refas 
fing alms to beggars, they are not 
to fuffer anyinthe Kingdoms of 
the Neguz that will not work, an- 
lefs they be fo fick and maimed, 
that they aré not ableto help 
themfelves, then the Religious 
houfes do adminifter comfort to 
them, for they are endowed for 
that purpofe with many Lands and 
‘Reverfions, The 
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The eAbyfsins are very devout 
in allholy duties, & in holy places 
they pay unto them a great re- 
fpe&, they] neither {pit nor fit 
down in their Churches,nor fuffer 
any. Dogs nor Cats, nor any other 
snreafonable creature to enter into 
them ; but inftead of feats, they 
ufe Crutches very conveniently 
made to lean upon,At the Charch 
coor there ftands a multitude of 
them, every one takes his own, 
and draws as near the Preacher as 
pefible he can. They perform 
their prayers fitting, confefs their 
fins ftanding; hear the expofitions 
and Lectures of the Bible lean- 
ing. 

They oftenufe wathing, efpe- 

‘tally before prayers. they wath 
tace, hands and feet, for they love 
to appear before Almighty God 
with decency; they willnot touch 
any unclean or dead thing, and if 
they 
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ithey do by chance, t hey dare not 
Hprefent themfelves in — their 
| Churches till they have made ufe 


of wathing. | 
Their women are employed a- ti 


| bout all fervile work, but are not i; 
i reduced to that flavery as, other i 
; women, their Neighbours among ft 
| the Afoors and Gentiles. The ordie 
| nary work of thofe that neceflicy 
| conftrains not to be induftrious, ts 
to fpin Silk and peta to make 
the excellent ftuffs that come 
|: from thence and the Eaft : rwdiads 
| Their Marriages are very plea« 
fant, before the door of the bride- 
eroom a bed is prepared according 


'& 
to his eftate, then come three 
Priefts witha “fil ver Crofs which 


they lay upon it followed by the 
| Bridegroom ; Bride, and all their 

| Friends; they altogether walk 
three times about the bed , crying 
Allelujah,and then they com- 


man 


Pe a 


5 . am PORTE 
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mand the young. couple to fir 
down, cutting off a Lock of the 
head of the Bridegroom, and ano- 
ther of the Bride, which they 
{fprinkle in water fanctified, then 
they tell the Bridegroom, laying 
their hands upon his head, do that 
which God hath commanded in 
his Gofpel, and think now that 
you are not two but one flefh, 
whichis no fooner faid,; but they 
all depart, and a tent being ereét- 
ed about the bed, they prefently 
obey the Commandment. Then 
followsa three days Feaft, where 
all magnificence is expreffed a- 
mongft the great ones, 

Polygamy is permitted and mach 
practiied amongft them, bucthofe 
that wait upon their Churches, or 
that perform any office in them, 
are by nomeans fufiered to have 
two Wives, whofoever of the 
Clergy keepeth 4 Concubine or 
two 


| two Wives, is degraded #pfo facto, 
| and lofeth his title to all Spiricual 


romotion or employment in the 


) Church,thereby they recommend 
/a greater degree of abftinence 
| from fiefhly lufts to men of the 


Holy function, than to others 5 
they require them tolive accor- 
ding to the ftricteft rules of Chris 
ftianity , and to be exemplary in 


their converfations, 


_ They have another frequent a- 
bufe in the matter of Marriage, 
they do grant unto the womana 
Letter of divorce upon flight oc- 
cafions: But the Priefts do noe 


approve of this practice, therefore. 


they provide againft it as much as 
lies in their power; they lay upon 
thar perfon that fhall break firft 
the Marriage-bond a grievous pe- 
nalty, or a curfe to oblige the par- 
ties for fear of being lable - unto 
it, tobe faithful and conftant to 
G one 
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one another, Neverthelefs the 
preat ones many times find feverak 
pretences to excufe their difloyal- 
ty, and to procure a feparation 
when they donot agree. Amongft 
themit isalfo lawfulto marry the 
Brothers Wife, if fhe be Child- 
lefs according to the Law of afo- 
fess but thisis only praétifed by 
the Grandees. The other fort of 
people are more Chiriftian in their 
cuftoms , they fuffer not any to 
marry before the age of 18, ‘the 
reafon they give of this Law, is 
that by early Matriages nature is 
brought to decay; which they la. 
bour to hinder, by appointing 2 | 
moderate age capable of the trou- 
ble and inconveniencies of that 
eftate. They fore-fee alfochat if 
Marriage were permitted before, 
it would both leflen and weaken 
the next Generation of men. 


There 
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There are here two fores of Re- 


ligious men, the Priefts whofe 


) bufiaefs is co each and inftrué the 
| people, whereof fome are difper- 


———————————— 


oe 


EE 


fed all over the Country; having 


their particular precinéts; the o- 


_ ther live together ina Fellowfhip 
and Society in Buildings appoimt 
ed for that purpofe; the chief bu- 
- finefs of thefe isto Vifitthe ficks 


provide for the poor, and perform 
charitable deeds. The other fore 
of Religious men are Monks and 
Fryers that live a retired life, as 
the Anachorets did; for that intent 
they have Covents built at fome 
places. diftant from the towns, up- 
on delicate Mountains,and in pleas 
fant Valleys. Neither of thete fore 


of people are ufelefs in thar Em- 


pire, they are notto beg as oar 
Fryers in Jraly and Spain, they 
have no need of it, for the former 
Emperours have appointed a coi 
Ga fidera- 
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fiderable Revenue, and great ter- 
ricories to the maintenance of 
thefe Houfes, and of their owners; 
befides, they have the liberty to 
traffickand increafe their Riches, — 
every one hath acrade'to’ employ 
himfelf, fome {pend their life in 
Contemplation, and in difcovering 
thofe things and Secrets that may 
be for the publick benefit ; others 
do till their own ground, fow,reap 
and drefs their Gardens. 

Thefe places were not firft 
founded’ in vain, they were 
for the benefit of the publick, e- 
fpecially ‘of Strangers and Pil- 
stims that are there tobe received 
and entertained without any 
charge to them, Andif any was 
become anextravagantin wafting 
his Eftate, it’ was laid up for him 
in thefe Religious Houfes, and 
employed to the beft advantage 
by thefe Fryers. But that their 
Re- 


(85) 

Revenue may never be wafted, 

they are never to marry, whiles 

| they remain inthe Covent, if the 

| fancy of marrying feizech upon.a- i 
ny man,he is to depart withya ihe 
{mall portion, and to difpofe of ' 
himfelf at his own pleafare. Thefe 
men live fach pleafant lives, thac 
none can think of marrying whiles 
| he remains amongft them; they 
| have plenty of all things provided 
| for them, brought out of all parts 
| of the world by means of their 
| traffick, they have excellent 
| company among themfelves, free 
from all troubles ef the world, 
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Some time they {pend in their de- 
- -votions morning and evening,they 
are conftantly together at their 
Church- offering, their prayers to 
Almighty God for the Empe- 
rours perfon,and the Empire. The 
reft of their time they {pend in the 
| improvement of their talents, and 
: G 3 1@) 
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in their feveral affairs forthe bene- 
fitof their Covent, they do noe 
weary themfelves late in their 
works, but ata convenient hour 
towards the eyening they repair to 
their lodgings, andthere take to- 
gether fuch civil Recreations ds an 
innocent and retired life will af. 
ford. I look upon the condition 
of thefe men the moft happy in 
the world, they are neither bur- 
thened with commands, nor vexed 
with taxés, nor difturbed with 
fuits inLaw; nor tormented with 
the cares of this world, nor confu- 
med with the unlawful’ pleafures 
of it, nor difquiered with many 
mifcarriages which do naturally 
attend men of bufinefs; but here 
they live neitheridle nor ufelefs, 
but having employed: themfelves 
moderatelv, they have time to re- 
vive their fpirics with fome Re- 
creation, If there be a Paradife on 

ee Ph 


Veatth, I think it is in Ethiopia ae 
/mongft thefe Monks and Fryers s 
they are fo far from begging, that 
at folemn times of the year, at the 
| Nativity of our Saviour,at Eafter, 
' Pentecoft, Michaelmas , and the 
) birth-day of the Emperour, they 
' fend their liberalities to all che 
} poor people round their Covents, 
| efpecially co thofe that are burthe- 
|} ned wich numbers of Children, 
) and have nothing to make them 
| fubfift but their daily labour. 
| Were our Fryers, our Francifcans, 
' Mendicants,and the other Orders 
| of Religious men of this difpofiti- 
| onin his Holinefs dominions, the 
| people would honour and refpect 
| them, and they would gain much 
credit to the Roman Church by 
fach praGifes, and to themfelves. 
Thefe Fyers that are chus retired 
out of the great concourfe of the 


cowns and people, are of feveral 
seeg fra 
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fraternities, fome are called the 
Moncks of St. Autheny, thefe are 
the moft numerous. [heir foua- 
der was an Anachores of Egypt that 
{pent hislatter days in the defart 
places in tilling and dreffing the 
ground. Hedrew unio him fuch 
numbets of people that were wea- 
ry with-the toil and troubles of 
the great world, that he faw ma- 
ny thoufands imitate his example 
before he dyed. Theiother tra- 
ternities are thofe of St. Paul, of 
St. <M aconiws, whofe employ ment 
is the fame with the Monks of St. 
A anthony, they differ only in their 
names. Inevery (Covent they e- 
lek every year a Superintendant 
whom they call Loscawas he is 
to keep good orders, and toan- 
{wer all the mifcarriages that are » 
committed by the Society, if he 
allows of them, | 


Thefe . 
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Thefe bleffed places are to pay 


| no Revenue to the Emperour,bur 


of their prayers. All other Lands 
are athis difpofal by the Statutes 
of the Empire, he ts the Lord of 
them, but thefe that belong to the 
Fryers are none of his, and free 
from all impofitions. So are all 
the other Lands and: places that 
bélong to the Clergys for we may 
take notice that the tythes of all 
things belonging tothe Emperor, 
she Clergy and thofe that attend 


f in the worfhip of God havea 


maintenance appointed uato them 
out of certain Lands and territo- 
rics which they muft fee manured 
as well as the reft of the people do 
theirs, for they receive little or no 
benevolence from the Country, 
they depend not upon them for 
their:maintenance : fo that by that 
means they are highly honoured 
et all men, and beloved becaufe 
they 


(30) 
they rather give tothem, than 
take from them; and although 
they are well rewarded for their 
pains from the Lands allotted to 
them, their good Offices look as 
favours and kindnefles done to the 
people, becaufe nothing proceeds 
from their labours or Eftates to 
reward the Priefts inftru@ions and 
Attendance. 

The Churches ate feparated 
into three diftinét places or rooms 
accotding to the manner of the 
Fiws, At the entrance of the 
Temple, about fix paces there Is 
4 Curtain drawn that makes the 
firft feparation, every body may 
go into rhe-Chutch, but none but 
thofe that have becn fanétified: by 
the Abuna have liberty to go into 
that place, and pafs the firft Cur- 
tain. This was wifely enaéted to 
oblige allthe Nobility and Per- 
fons of Quality to receive that be- 
: —nefic 
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‘nefic from the High- Prieft, and 


by that means to efideet him unto 


/them, Next tothis place before 


the Altar-table, is drawn another 
Curtain, beyond which none hath 
liberty to pafs butthe Priefts 
themfelves when the Communi« 
onis adminiftred. Thefe curtains 
are drawn, but the people keep 


- themfelves intheir feveral difting& 


places until the time of the Com- 
munion, 
The Churches are very neatly 


| adorned with Pictures, which thefe 


people donot worthip, but only as 
Ornaments to their Religtous 
Houfes, they place them there, 
The Churches are buile of Lime 
and Stone, which they ufe not in 
their common buildings 5 for they 
think it decent that the places fet 
apart for the Service of God 
fhould have no common materis 
als. None therefore but fome fe- 


(92) 
lect honfes of the Emperour are 
builc in this manner, and with the 
fame fubftance. 

When. the Prieft hath loft his 
Wite by death, he may noc mar- 
ry again unlefs he wil lofe the 
power of executing his function, 
yet the Patriarch may give a Li- 
cenfe to marry again, but withourc 
that Licenfe it is altogether un- 
lawful. 

They bury their dead with the 
greateft ceremony’ imaginable , 
they cloath them in all their mott 
gaudy attire, and carry them ina 
Chair with st faces and. hands 
uncovered, if the dead hath. been 
a. Souldier, he hath the honour to 
go armed into. the grave ; betore, 
march. the Prieft and the Religi- 
ous men, f2ying fome good fen: 
tences,adviling the people to pre- 
pare to depart; then comes the 
Corps feated in his Chair of State 
trim- 


. 


| 93 

}trimed with Garlands and Flow- 
) ers,and with fome white Feathers, 
| ifhe be young, with yellow if he 
) be of a middle ages and with black 
| ifhe be old. The fight is fo plea- 
) fant, that it would almoft give e- 
} very one a mind to be in the room 
} ofthedead; the Parents follow 
| with a badge of mourning upon 
. their heads, a handful ot afhes, the 
next come their frieads and ac- 
} quaintance ; thus they proceed to 
) the Grave in order, where the firft 
| ch.of the Gofpel of S. fehm is read, 
} & the noble Actions & vertues of 
| the dead are rehearfed, all hearing 
with much devotion, then the 


Prieft as they put the body in the 
Grave pronounceth thefe words, 
Duft then art, and to dust thon lhals 
return, The next day they give 
alms, and fend gifts to their friends 
inthe name of the deceafed, and 
bring upon his Grave a banquet 

aCe 
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according to the Quality of the 


Perfons, And every day for a - 


moneth they continue to vifit the 
Sepulchre of the dead, and to of- 
fer up fome prayers for him to 
Almighty God, tor they imagine 
fomething of purgatory, and of 
the unfezled eftate of the Soul im- 
mediately after. its departure out 


of this life, which obliges them ta 


intreat for them, chat they, may 
€nter into the joys of the blef- 
fed. 
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Several Kingdoms Subje& 


TOTHE 
NEGUZ: 
of Barnagalfo. 


: pet His Kingdom is as fruitfal 
: as it is large and popu- 
Ly lous: Ic is limited on taé 

South by a pleafant River called 
Abagni, that difcharges it felf into 
Nilwsy-on the Weft it hath an 


Ifland 
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Ifland called by the Inhabicants 
Senhader, by our people Gueyteres 
which Ifland the River Nilws for- 
meth asit runs through Ethiopia 
towards Egypt; on the North ‘is 
the Kingdom of Dafi/a, and onthe 
Fait the Red Sea, where there is 4 
very convenient Port for Ships, 
now poffeffed by the Turks and 
Mors called Ercocco, This King- 
dom is full of little towns, the 
moft confiderable places are Fé- 
wafh, Carne, Timei, Bara, Barvos 
there is over ita. Lord or a King 
that commanids in chief, and hack 
Se he that is there 
now is called J/hmael,he pays tris 
bute both to the Turks and to the 
Negus: the Country abounds in 
Silk, Cloath of Silverthat is made 
by the Inhabitants,and in Cottons, 
It is fruitful, 50f Dates,Pomgranates 
Peaches , Apricocks, Corn of all 
forts; ef pecially Oats, the people 
make 


: (97) 
| make ofita drink very pleafant, 
| Here are alfo many Vineyatds, the 
Wine they make by ftealth, as in 
§ other places of the dominions of 
the Neguz. 
| The Country is for the moft 
| pare Champaign, unle{sir be to- 
| wards the Red fea, there a ridge 
of hills ftretches it feli all along 
the Coaft and enclofeth many 
| lakes and pools of water. enriched 
- with excellent fifh, that which is 
| called Mazamo, isthe moft confi- 
. derable becaufe of its pleafant {ci- 
tuation that hath invited thither 
many Religious men that have 
| planted upon the fides of it fix 
Monatteries; It lyes. convenient 
for trade, for near unto itis the 
Red fea, from whence thefe holy 
CAnachorets do fetch their Mer- 
|. chandife, to convey them to the 
| reft of the Kingdom ; and becaufe 
| they border upon the Moors, they 
- H pay 
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pay unto them a yearly tribute to 
have the libertyof paffling through 
their territories. unmolefted by 
their means,the Kingdom receives 
a confiderable benefit; they have 
ereat. numbers of Mules, Affes, 
Camels, Rhinocerots, Elephants 
efpecially inthe Mountains where 
thefe creatures are wild. 

There is one thing very remar- 
kable in the mountains near a little 
town called Abbarah, is a large 
fountain of fuch ftrange nature, 
that wharfoever is caft into it, 
turns withtn a days time into a 
hard ftone, whether it be Wood, 
Flefh, Earth, or any other fub- 
{tance. 


And not far fromtt at certain 


I 
ple ic is. reported , that there are | 
appearances inthe mountains ve- 
ry dreadful, when I paffed by that | 
place my curiofity carryed me to | 
Its | 
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| it; Ididreally hear ftrange voi- 
} cesand names in the air, but faw 
§ nothing, but I did attribure the 
} caufe tothe wind, and the difpo- 
| fition of the mountains that are fo 
placed, that when a ftrong gale 
blows upon the Rocks there are 
unufual names heard; the wind 
ftrikes alfo through feveral Caves, 
and at the entry many fhreiks and 
crys are heard, fo that the Coun- 
try people dare not adventure in 
to know the caufe of them. The 
vulgar opinion is, that this place 
Jeads into hell, and that the Souls 
of the damned tormented in thefe 
lower- parts of theearth, do fead 
up here their complaints. I did 
vilic thefe Caves, near them none 
would come with me for fear of 
mifchief. I perceived the caufe of 
the wonder, and idid difcover it to 
fome of the Fryers, but their ig- 
rance and {uperftition would never 
H 2 bea 
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believe ‘me; from their. infancy 
they had been bred up with an ap- 
prehenfion of thefe dark Caves, 
which no reafon could poffibly 
remove from them: I went to 
fee all the. curiofities of this 
Country with my guard,being ac- 
companyed by fome Perfons be+ 
longing tothe Emperours Court , 
they led me into adeep valley, 
where we heard nine Eccho’s or 
returns of our voices one after 
another. Ac the end of ir neara 
large fountain, the ground being 
very ftony, we found feveral flates 
very white that had Images of 
Beafts and men imprinted in them 
in a blew character, fo perfeclly, 
that no hand could ever. paint 
them better, 

Nature fometimes delights to 
thew her Induftry or Art amoneft 
the moft contemptible trifles, and 
to caft her Gold and Pearls in 
vel- 


j 
| 
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veflels and places not anfwerable 
to. the price of thefe things. The 
Prince of this Kingdom received 
us with much civility,but nor. with 
more State thanis proper to fuch 
/-yemote and barbarous people, 
The Abanamade his progrefs all 
over.his Diocefe, he vifited the 
Court of this King amongft the 
reft, and in his company I. went to 
fee much of Ethiopia, he had a 
traine fuitable to his eftate, feveral 
of the Grandees out of curiofity 
did accompany us; His bufineds 
was in every place to fee tothe 
behaviour of the Clergy, toap- 


point Bifhops careful of the Pub-. 


lick Intereft, and to look that they 
chat were already appointed might 
do their office without refpect of 
perfons:He difplaced three during 
our progrefs,and eftablifh’d others 
in whom he confided ; they were 
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the Bifhops of Balzada, Of Abugu- 
ns, and Fesgt, men that had pe 
behaved themfelves well in their 
function. 


PSPS VRE CENA eS et ey, So 


of the Kingdom of 7 1eremahon. 


T is the beft territory of We- 
guz,bat much ruined by the 
VV ars of the Turk, it is watered 
with many little Rivers thae run 
Lito sis fo tharall the Summer 


it yields a pleafane Profpect , and 

creat aavantage to the Inhabi- 
tant wp in moft f places they reap 
two Crops ve evel ‘y thing that is 
fown ot Sn : Iecontains about 
fixty leagues in length, from the 


River Wilws to Darneali and thirty 
in breadth. The Emperout lives 
here for the moft part, and rhere- 
fore he appoints Governours over 
feveral places of it. Three Provin- 
ces 


Bces it contains, Sabamz, Torrates, 
bBalgada ; In that of S4bam2 are fe- 
§ veral Mines of Gold, out of which 
Ithe. Neguz digs five Millions of 
[Dollars every year; over this 
} Province isa Sebefb,a Governour 
| chat cakes care to gather the Em- 
| perours Revenue, and to keep 
| good order in every place: itis 
not fo fruitful asthe other Pro- 
 vinces, but in recompence, it fur- 
pithes a great quantity of 
that Rich Metal that others do 
want. This place is faid to be the 
country of the Queen of Saba that 
vifited Selemon; the Abyfizns do 
tel] many ftories of her Voyage to 
Fernfalem,and of her return that 
caufed allrhe Kingdoms that ac- 
knowledged her jurisdiction to 
become -fews. 

In this Kingdom was a famous 
City called Caxumo, it was the 
Metropolis of all Eshicpia, bucit 

| hath 
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hath been mightily ruined by the 
Wars, fothat at prefent it fhews 
but a few houfes that ferve to 
receive Shepheards and Graziers, 
for here is abundance of Cattel of 
all forts, round about ftand many 
old Ruines over-grown with 
herbs, but yet they declare the im- 
portance and greatnefs of the Ci- 
ty that did give Laws to this part 
of the Country, although it is fo 
near the line the air is very tem- 
perate, not fo much by realon of 
the continual brifes that blow very 
frefh from three a clock till the 
afternoon,as becaufe of the abun- 
dance of frefh water Springs that 
are very cold inthe hotreft time 
of Summer. Near this City ‘isa 
fountain that contains much wa. 
ter, but never yields any until the 
Beafts do come co drink,and when 
they co approach it flows over, 
and gives avery plentiful nee | 
O 
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Poof clear water very grateful to 


the Palate. We hadherea fighe 
ofa ftrange fort ofa Cat, about 
the bigne(s of a Leopard, the In- 
habirants do ufe the dung inmany 
fort of medicines, and to dye their 
Cloath and Cottons in blew, Ic 
is not fo fierce as other beafts of 
that bignefs, but extream fearful, 
it keeps for the moft part in inac- 
ceffible mountains and Rocks,and 
feldom adventures it felf in the 
plain Country, although it runs as 
fwift as any creature] have feen. 
Here are alfo great quantity of 
Rhinocerots, tygers , Leopards , 
Wolts, ec. for here are many 
Woods that ferve for aretreat to 
thefe furious kinds of creatures. 

I muft not omit a memorable 
{tory that is fpread amongft.the 
people of a certain hill thar is {ci- 
tuate between Dongals and Tigre- 
mahon, where a Saint, very much 
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sefpected by the ravines people, 
was fhut up in prifon and condem- 
ned by the Pagans that poffefled 
this place to die in the beginning of 
Chrifti anity - He was to be fa- 
mifhed to death ina high moun- 
tainon thetop of a rock unto 
which he was ty’dhand and foot: 
he continued there many days ex- 
pofed to the fury of the Eag gles 
and Vulcures, and other ravenous 
Birds without any harm. Thefe 
cruel fowl inftead of teeding upon 
his naked body unable to defend 
it {elf, did bring up to him of the 
cho ical: meat that they could 
{teal in the lower Conary, and on 
the top of that hard Rock there 
burft forth a large ftream of living 
water fo near his head, that he had 
the liberty to fup fome up, and re- 
E- h himfelf when he was dry. 
“he {pring continues yet to ran, 
it falls down above fixty fatham 
high 
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high from a fteep rock down a 
|precipice. They iay that their 
Niore-tathers when they faw’ this 
} miracle, and that at the end of 
}cwo or three months he was in 
I perfect health, as formerly, they 
embraced the -Chriftian faith. 
| They thew befides the Tomb of 
| this Saint chat dyed amongft them 
} inavery old age. It is vifited by 
| feveral pilgrims that come from 
i the other Kingdoms of the great 
[EGU Ze 

The Inhabitants are excellent 
Marks-men, they have been try- 
edin the wars again{ft the King of 
Adel, fo that they have approved 
themfelves the beft Souldiers of 
che Emperours dominions. They 
ule Bows and Arrows, a long 
Jancemuch liketo a Roman, of 
- late they have fire Arms, and 
| fome few pieces of Artillery. 
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The Emperour chafeth out of 
this Kingdom his common guards, 
becaufe that they are not only 
good Souldiers, but have.a meen 
more manly than the ordinary fort 
of people of thefe Regions, 

In this Kingdom that is the Jar- 
gelt, and the beft belonging to the 
Neguz, great numbers of Fews are 
difperfed., The Chriftians treat 
them with much civility, they fuf- 
fer them to trade amongft them 
toreap the fruicof the earth to 
enjoy the libercy of their Religi- 
on, by that means great-numbers 
have ~embraced .that_ profeffion 
that did teach love and kindnefs 
to ftrangers, hoping co meet with 
greater advantages» when they 
({hould become brothers, for. there 
is nO. invitation more powerful up- 
an the {piritsofa man to oblige 
him to initiace himfelfin Religion 
than a fincere affection. expreffed 
by 


J 
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iby the profeffors of it, The ad- 

} vantages to be expected in Chri- 
{tianity are fufficient to perfwade 

lus, violence better becomes .a 

| Mahomet than Chrift, he never 

' made ufe of his whip, but to drive 

men out of his Church. 

| The Fews have here their Sy- 
nagogues, but they are at prelent 

| fo little frequented , that I think 
che name willbe one day loft by 
reafon of their great numbers that 
daily turn Chriftians. 

Ic was inthis Kingdom thatl 
faw a Black-a-moor with two 
heads joyned one to another, and 
two faces, one behind and another 
before, the reft of his body was 

* very well proportioned. It wasa 
monfter of about twenty years of 
ase, he was very ftrong in his 
Limbs, he difcourfed unto us 
with one Tongue, fometimes with 
the other, and fometimes both to- 

gether, 


(750) 
gether; he was obliged to feed 
behind and before,he eats as much 
as two men, The heads were di- 
ftinct and feparated until they 
came to the neck bone there they 
joyned rogether. This irregulari- 
ty in nature happens more fre- 
quently amongft the beafts than 
amone{t the men of this Country, 
for the heat that commands theit 
inclinations moves their bloud,and 
carrys them to unlawful Copula- 
tions when they meet together, 
as they often do at the Springs of 
frefh water, 
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Of the Kingdom of Angote, 


i is not fo large as the former; 
mw but no lefs populous: Bele- 
quanze is onthe South of it, Tzgre- 
mahon on the Weft and North; 
and the Kingdom of Adel on the | 
Eaft, 
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PEatt, ic ftretcheth it felf about 
j twenty leagues in length, from 
: F atigar to Dangali,it contains two 
fruitful. Provinces, Bugana and 
Gaanamoras they are full of all 
. manner of Fruitetrees ; efpecially 
of Dates and Pomegranates, for 
here the Inhabitants are far more 
- induftrious thantheir Neighbours 
in improving their ground to the 
beft advantage. 

Here are many Religious houfes 
built as they fay upon ‘the Sepul- 
chers of their Saints, that were 
there interred, feveral good cowns 
do belong to it, Demars, Angote, 
and Buguna, are the Sie near the 
Pine which is not far diftant from 
a large River Hee DRE forth of 
the lake Bar coum, {cituate bey 
the mountains of Aiserais a large 
Pool of water called the Pool of 
Postins Pilate , if any fhould caft 
into ic a ftone, or any other thing 


i 
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the water would rife, {well, grum- 
ble, and in an. impatient manner 
run over the fides, although that 
which is caft in be never fo incon- 
fiderable; but if the water be let 
alone, it remains without motion, 
About 15 leaguesfrom that place 
towards Adel is a little Towncall- 
ed Bachlar, where in the Church 
at one end of it grows a Vine , the 
Inhabitants nameit the Holy Vine, 
it grows within the walls of the 
Church ina room that is made a 
purpofe for it; Itis planted upon 
the Sepulchre of one St, Maximin 
that was buryed here. The peo- 
ple told me it was above a thous 
fand years of age, and would fub- 
fift until dooms-day , thac the 
Saint at his death commanded it 
to be planted there, telling them, 
that as often as any twig fhould 
wither, they would receivea con- 
fiderable lofs from the weiss, 
an 
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and that when tc fhould dry up, 
) Chrift would come to judge the’ 
/ world, or the Infidels would cver- 


power the Chriftians ; I was ad 


| mitted to vifit and pay my devo- 
j tions toit, the clufter of Grapes ° 


that it yields are very big, I could 


not fee whether theygrew natural- 
| ly upon the branches, that curiofi- 
| tywas unfeafonableamongit a peo- 


ple that would admit of no con- 
eradiction,and that did find a great 


-benefic from this belief, for both 
| Heathens and Chriftians are pof- 
| feffed with this vulgar errour, that 


the ftory is true. 1 that was not 
fo apt to receive {uch unufual tales 


| upon truft,did defire to touch the 


Grapes and examine their reality, 


| but the Prieft forbad me, telling 


me, that itwas an impurity that 


| nevet any had been yer guilty of, 


and that he wondred how 1 that 
waited not upon the Altar did 
I dare 
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dare to handle fach holy things. 
I did not offer to examine further 
the bufinefs after this fewere re- 
prehenfion. It difcovered to me 
as much as I was defirous to 
know, that pia fraudes are in ule 
in that Climate as well asin ours 5 
a contiaual profit makes them 
nourifh this opinion , and cherifh it 
in themfelves and others. 

The Prieft fells theleaves, and 
the Grapes he faysthat he keeps 
them for the Wine in the Sacra- 
ment, the leaves are good for ma- 
ny forts of difeafes, as Agues,Fea- 
vers, Confumptions, @c. Many- 
cures are faid to have been effect. 
ed by them, but I chink that the 
fancy of the fick hath rather cured 
them than the vertue of the leaf, 


of 
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| (Of Beleguanze, + 


\ FZ 


| His Kingdom is more bar- 
; renchan the reft, the King- 
‘doms of Fungi, Am aras Ragamé- 
dri, Angote, Tigremahon, do (hut it 
inonallfides; Itisa plain Coun- 
try, but full of fandjonly on that 
fide where the River paffeth is 
fruitful, the moft confiderable 
Towns are Dahrab, Shabi,and Gro- 
char, all three infight of the Guar- 
rent; there isnothing memorable 
in this Kingdom, buc fome places 
where the Inhabitants do pick up 
golden fand, which they refineand 
fell cothe Merchants of Melinde 
that bring hither their Camels, 
| This Country hath no Barley; 
nor Wheat, but inftead of thofe 
“grains they have T4fo Dagaza, 
feed with which they make a 
bread very pleafant to the tafte, 
I 2 bus 
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but much more {weet thin ours. 
It grows in any ground, the worft 
as well as the beft, nature hath thus 
provided for all Countries and 
people a means to fupply them- 
felves by their induftry, if they 
will make ufe of ir.. This Country 
is extream hot, and the moft unfit 
for dwelling of any one thet | have 
feen in the Territories cf the Ne- 
guz, the beams of the Sun beat a. 
gainft the fandy ground.and meer- 
ing there with an obftinate refi- 
ftance, they return back into the 
face and uncovered part ‘of the 
body; fo'that zt isnot poffible fo 
walk here abroad about noon by 
teafon of the exceffive heat,there- | 
fore the’ inhabirants do keep | 
themfelves within their Houfes | 
from terofthe clock, until two, | 
In the Houfes that are’ all thateht | 
and fupported with pots, it is ve-| 


+ 
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ry cool, the Sun-beams have not) 
the | 
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the power to enter in through the 


Reeds, 


| 
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: Of Amara, 
Ethough this Kingdom. is 
| dire@ly under the Line, 
{there is not amore pleafant place 
§ to dwell inall over the world, Ic 
Vis fullof Mountains and Valleys 
} about cwenty leagues in circumfe- 
} rence, adorned with high Woeds 
Hand Forrefts, the ground is ex- 
ieream fruitful, the people very 
civil, the Clergy devout, the No- 
Hbles gallant and brave. In the 
| mountains are many little Villages 
{planted in the low ground, and in 
ithe midft of them is a ftrong Ca- 
Hitle that lookslikea Town, for 
ithe oucmoft. wall contain about 
two miles.in circumference. Here 
the Kings:Children are kept with 
I 2 the 
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the Emperours as Hoftages of 


their fidelity. They are ali train 


ed up in feveral exercifes, the only 
inconveniency is that they are here 


confined tolive, whichir may be. 


tothem is no inconveniency, for 
they never fee any thing elfe buc 
thefe mountains, and think the 


wotld hath noother place for a 


dwelling bur here. The Bifhop of 
Amara,a very grave man introdu- 
ced usintothe Caftle where the 
Emperours Children were kept, 
they were then byt young, the 
eldeft was not above feur years of 


age, His countenance was prqmi- | 


fing, we hada fight of the Gar- 
dens and Walks full of pleafanc 
Fountains and Rivulets, artificial- 
ly brought into thefe high places. 


The Walks werecovered witha | 
Tree not ufual in our Country,the | 


branches were twifted one wich 


another in fucha manner that no | 
oH Sie wan aeanrti | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


‘}Sun could pen 
dwere entertained always green, 


etrate them, they 


for ac the root of the Trees on both 
| fides of the Walk a little Cur- 
Jrenc of frefh water doth always 
Jrun,thacrefrefheth che roots , and 


a 


\ 
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|preferveth them from the 
} droughth of Summer. It is as de- 
J licious a place as any I have feen 
} in Evrope; the Children have the 


| liberty tohuntand divert them- 


felves out of the Walls of. this 


| Caftle, but they are never r0 go 


§ out of the mountains while their 


Father lives; for chat parpofe a 
ftriét guard is kept ac the paflage 
where no man can go or come 
without leave. Ie is both narrow 
and fteepy, made with the hand,a 
few perfons are able to keep it 
from all the worldsin the caftle are 
places appointed for che exercife 
of the youth, and over them they 
have Mafters learned and experi- 


enced 
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eaced in all. thofe’ Sciences and 
Difciplines that they are to know. 
Here are excelleat Aftrologers, 
for that is a Science unto which 
this Country peopleis addicted. 
They have fome here learned in 
the «4rabian and Indian Tongues, 
others that give themfelves over 
to the ftudy of Philofophy and 
Nature, but very few do trouble 
their brains with Divinity ; this 
makes them lefs notional, but 
more practical, for they know, no 
niceties in Cafes of Confcience to 
excufe their actions and inclinati- 
ons * 
The other Kingdoms are lefs 
remirkable, only that of Dameut 
and Gotame are tull of Mines of 
Gold, The Emperour keeps 
them with above 6000 men in 
Arms continually, «Tegrai and 
Vangue are mountainous, and peo- 
pled with wild beafts& trees more 
‘ than 


rh tation 
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} than with men. Xoais rich and 


fruitful, but init nothing clfe re- 
matkable. 

mee eet ete Oe eae 
Of the Religion of the Aby|stns, and 


of the manner of their Difcs- 
pline. 


rHey do all profefs the 
¢ Chriftian faith with much 
zeal, the Church of the Queen 
Gandaces, whofe name they fay 
was Indich, firft brought this Re. 
jigion into their Country, thar 
was for the moft part poffeffed 
withthe Jewifb. Sc. Thomas af- 
terwards went into that Country, 
and there did confirm them 1n the 
Chriftian Religion, obliging all 
the inhabitants by the greatnefs 
and number of his Miracles toem- 
brace it. Some oppofition he met 
with from the Grandees that had 
always 
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always retained the Pagan fuper- 
ftitions, efpecially inthe Kingdom 
of Damut, where there is a moun- 
tain thar bears yet his name, The 
Heathens fubject to the Empe- 
rour of w£thiopia had gor him into 
their poffeffion, and were refolved 
to make him fuffer for the defttu- 
éion and neglect of their Idols, 
they had often attempted upon 
his life, bue neither Sword nor 
Poifon could injure his Perfon, 
they fought therefore to drown 
him ina lake, and when that could 
not procure his death, they fhut 
him up ta a Tower built in the 
op of thefe unpleafane moun- 
rains, where he remained prifoner 
wntil an Angel took him from 
thence, leaving ail his keepers 
dead on the ground, and brought 
him again tothe Imperial Courr, 
where he complained of the vio- 
lence and unjuftice that had been 
| done 
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done unto him,which theEmperor 
going about to revenge, raifed an 
Army to feize upon the King of 
Damus that had confented to the 
imprifonment of the Apoftle, 
He remained here many years, un- 
til he departed into the /ndics, 
where he preached alfothe Go. 
fpel. He lefe behind him many 
thoufand Chriftians, and as they 
fay, he brought unto them the 
two books, Abelil and crtenda, 
and eftablifhed bere the Difcipline 
thacisufed amongft them, with 
all the Ceremonies prattifed; 
They and the Capties of Eoyps 
differ much in point of ceremony, 
but in belief they are Eatycheans 
as for the moft part. Some there 
are that have true and Orthodox 
opinions of Chrift. Meas 
Here is the form of their belief 
publithed in writing among ft 
them, by which we may judge of 
them further. We 
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E believe in the Name of 
the Haly Trinity, the Fa- 


ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
who are but one Lords three names, 
but one Divinity, three faces, cut one 
fimtlitude.. The conjundion of the 
pérfons ws cqual inthe Divinity, fer 
there is bus one Kingdom,one Throne, 
one Fudgesone Charity,one Werd,and 
ne Spirit, The word of the Father,er 
ofthe Son, and the word of the Holy 
Ghoft andthe Son, ss the {ame word ; 
The word with Ged, and with the 
haly Spirit, and with himfelf is the 
fon of the Father, and from the Fa- 
ther without the leaft deficiency oy 
divifion, without any beginning he 
was the fon of bw Father without 
Mother;no body conkxow the Myite- 
vy of his filtatton, wilefs it be the. 
Father, the Son, andthe Haly Spirit. 
Now the Son was inthe beginning 
the Word , and this Word was the 
: word 
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Werd with God, and the Word was 
Goa, The [pirit of the Father the 
holy Spirtt the {porit of ike Son ws the 
fame divine § Spirit, the holy Spirit w 
without diminutien or increales thw 
‘Divine Sprrit ws called the Comet 
ter, aliving Goa, who procecds from 
the Father ‘aed the Son, he fpake by 
the month of the Propuvts, he defcens 
dedin a flame of fire. upon the Apo- 
fee esin Ston, They pu ten all over 
the werld, ana pre ached the werll of 
the Father, ana shis Dots is ihe Soa 
Befides, the Father not fir, be- 
caufe he is the Father, ner the Sow 
the last becanfe he % Sen, [othe Holy 
Ghoft is neither the firft nor the laft. 
They ave three Perfons and one God, 
that [ees all, and ws [een of no body, 
he hath by Vis ah cowafel created ‘all 
things , afterwards the Sen for our 
Salvation, with ‘the confent of the 
Father, and of the divine Spirtt de- 
feended from the bight? Heavens 
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so incarnate by the Holy Ghoft of the 

Virgin Mary, who was adorned with” 
a twofold Virginity, with a fpiritual 

and carnal, He was born wit hoxt any 

corruption , hi Mother Mary re- 

maining a Virgie after his Birth, for 

by a great miracle fhe érought her Son 

Jefus Chrift without effafion of 

bloud or pangs, He was a jnft man 
without fin, perfect God, and perfect 
man, haring but one Perfons when 
be was a Child be grew uy by degrees, 
fucking the Adilk of bis cAtother the 
Virgin Mary, and when he came to 
be thirty years of age, he was bape 
tized in the River Jordans As 6- 
ther incr he walked, fweat, hungred, 
thirfled, and was weary, He fuffered 
all things willingly, and fhewed ma- 
wy miracles, By the power of his 
Divinity, be reftored fight to the 
blind, he healed the lames cleanfed 
the lepers, ratfed the dead ; at las of 
his own accord he was. taken prifener; 
whipt, 
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whipt; buffeted, crusified,be languifh 


ed and dyed fos onr fins; by his death 
he did overcome death and the De- 
vil,by its [ufferings, hefatufied for 
onr (ins, and bore onr infirmities; with 
the Baptifms of bw blond which w 
that of bw death, be baptized the ke- 
ly Patriarchs and Prophets; he de- 
sended into Hel; where were the 
Senls of Adam, and of bis Sons , and 
of Chrift himfelf which ws of Adam. 


The foul of Adam Chrift dia re 


ceive from the Holy Virgin Mary, 
by the power and. Authority of hes 
Divinity, and eficaciou{nefs of his 
Crofs,he broke the ftreng gates of hed; 
and of death heconfined Satan to he 
chains , and redeemed Adam and 
bis Sons. All this Chrift did bes 
canfehe was filled withthe Divinity, 
and the Divinity it felf was with his 


font, and with bis moft holy body, 


which Divinity hath granted vertue 
to the Crofs, this Divinity he enjoys 
| 60m" 
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common with the Father as he ale 
mays did, At laft hewas baryedy on 
the third day, fefus Chrift the fir 
of the Refurredtion, eur greatest de- 
Light the chief Prieft-fe{us Ghrift, 
the great King of Mrael rofe wp 
from the dead by his own Strength 
and power. eAnd when all was ac» 
complifhed that had been fore-told by 
the holy Praphets, he afcended into 
Heaven with glory, and w fate down 
atthe rt¢bt hand of the Father; be 
hall come again with glory, having 
before bine a Crofs, and in bis hand 
the Sword of Fuflice to judge botb 
the quick and the dead, of whofe 
Kingaom there {ball never be. any 
end. We believe one Catholick and 
A poftolick Church ,we believe one 
Bapti[ia for the vemifsiors of fins, we 
hope ror the RefurreAton of the dead, 
and the life of the World to come. A- 
men. | 
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This is their Creed, they of: 
} tendo repeat it in their Churches; 
ef{pecially every new Moon, with 
"| many gefts which they have re- 
tained of their former Religions, 
)| The Prieft that officiates fays it a- 
)} lone, and three or four times the 
| people do repeat thefé words; 
‘| Dhes 8 our Faith. 
| Since chey have had knowledge 
| of the Roman Casholick Religion; 
| they have added fomething to 
their Creed'by the confent of one 
| oftheir general Affemblies , for 
they were careful to hinder their 
people from receiving any other 
Opinions than thofe that they had 
formerly ‘embraced; for wheti 
they fawthat our Priefts and Je- 
fuits were bufie indrawing them 
| to the faith of the Church of 
Rome, they publifheda little ad. 
dition co their Creed, to inform e- 
very one of thei judgments, & hia- 
K der 
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der them to receive any opinions 
which they do not approve — 
of. 

We believe that the Féirgin 
«Mary Is a pure Virgin, before and 
after the Birthof Chrift s as fhe is 
the Mother of God, fhe ought to 
be loved and refpected according- 
ly, but we neither worfhip Her 
nor pray ufto Her. We believe 
that the Crofsot Chrift is a ufeful 
fign, it was upon ic that’ he fuffer- 
ed for our fins,and purcha‘ed unto 
us Salvation with his own bloud s 
His Crofs is a fcandal tothe Fews, 
anda folly to the Gentiles , but to 
us Chriftians itis in much efteem 
and honeur, we believe that the 
Crofs of Chrift is fufficient to re- 
deem wus, as S. Pawl hath taught 
us, but the outward fignand ufe 
of ic we employ more for diftinati- 
on, than out of duty: And that 
we may never think itafcorn to_ 
wear 


ee pee 


(131) , 


'} wear the badge of our Profem- 


on, 

We believe that S. Peter was 
the firft of the Apoftles, that the 
Stone that Chrift mentions upon 
which his Church is built, is his 
Law and Faith; which Law is e- 


| ftablifhed upon the Prophets and 
)} Apoftles, untothem was granted 
} the power of governing the 


Churchs of binding and loofing , 


} and to them was committed the 


keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. 


| But we do not acknowledge the 


Superiority that his Succeffors the 


| Popes of Rome do derive from 
.S. Peter; nordo we believe that 
| he ever had any priviledge which 
| the others did not enjoy. We be- 


lieve that the holy Apoftles; 


| Saints, and Martyrs that are in 
| glory cid follow the foot-fteps of 


our Saviour Chrift, and thae they 
have received from him the par- 
K 2 don 
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don of their fins, as we do, We 
believe chat we muft honour them~ 
with the holy Angels; but wedo 
not approve of prayers made unto | 
them, nor of the fufficiency of 
their Merits to benefit us, or the 
Charch of Chrift. We believe | 
that itis welldone to confefs our 
fins before the Minifters of the 
Church , for by their prayers we 
may be aflifted and comforted, 
We receiveall the books of the 
Old and New Teftament; as they | 
were delivered unto us by S$, Tho- | 
was, Without any addition or inno- | 
vation, We believe) that our | 
Clergy have liberty to Marry, as” 
the Apoftles and Difciples of our 
Saviour were , but thatir is nog | 
lawful for a Prieft co have two 
Wives or a Concubine. We be. | 
lieve that we are bound to obey in 
Coalcience cur Supream Lord | 
Giaws Belel, and under him the 

'  Abp- 


Fe ar eis a a 
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| eAbuna. of ovr Church, with all 


the reft of our Ecclefiaftical and 


but noother, We religioufly be- 


lieve that there is a place where 
the lefs Regenerate perfons do go 
after, this life, which is neither 
Hell, nor Heaven, what it is, and 
what the fouls do fuffer init, we 
are not ableto define. We be- 
lieve that none can be faved with- 


i 
l | 
1} Civil Magiftraces and Supertours, 
| 
F| 


out the bloud of Jefus Chift,char 
it is{ufficient to cleanfe us from 
all our fins, without any other af- 
fiftance, and that. we are not to 
truft upon the Merits of the Apo- 
{tles and Saints that were but. fin- 
ful men as we were. We believe 
that there thallbeaday of Judge- 
ment where Chrift fhall appear in 
glory to judge all mens that we 
muft all appear before him to give 


| an account of our actions, and that. 
} after that we fhall all etcher go to 
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hell or heaven ; the wicked to e-| 
verlafting burning, and the Righ-| 
teous to eternal biifs. © Agen. i 

This ts the faith that the fub-| 
jects Of Precious Giam, which wel 
are tO Maintain until the coming | 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift. God 
grant us grace that we may never 
forfake it, notwithftanding all the 
perfecutions and perfwafions of 
the enemies of Chriftianity. 

This addition ws lately made, 
fince the Portuguefes and other 
Esropeans have travelled into} 
thofe parts; for when fome Re« 
ligious'men did endéayour to per-| 
fwade the Emperour to fubmit to | 
the See of Rome, and joyn with | 
the other Chriftian: Princes in | 
their obedience’ to the Popes | 
power. He would never doit, nor 
would never fuffer the divulging 
the opinions which’ we do'embrace | 
In Lsalye ) 

| They 
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..- They do believe whatfoever is 
win their Books called Manda and 

Abetil, asthe Gofpel it felt; they 
do fancy that che Apottles and 
|Difciples being afflembled toge- 
g| ther at Ferufalem, did caute them 
j to be written for the benefit of 


Chriftianity.. In them are con- 
‘tained thefe precepts. . 
© Tofaft every Wednefdayin re- 
| membrance of the wicked refolu- 
| tion of the -fews made: upon that 
| day co crucifie Chritt. 

| » To faft every Fryday,. becaufe 
on that day Chrift was crucified 
for our fins, on thefe days it Is 
commanded to faft untill che even- 


| Ing. 


To obferve fortv dayes. Lent, 
efpecially the Paffion week, and 
| thento feed upon nothing but 
| bread aad water. 

| To meet together on the Lords 
day, and then to hear the Reading, ia 
ROA K4 ol a \ a 
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| (75°) : 
of the holy Writings of the Apo- 
ftles and Prophets, which are: te 
be expounded by fome appoint- 
ed for that purpofe, - 

To meet alfo upon the Sab- 
bath-day , and then tofpend the 
time in prayer and holy duties, in 
which days itis nor permitted to 
do any fervile work, The Satur- 
day they keep becaufe God on 
that day had finifhed the great 
Work of the Creation of the 
world; The Lords-day is. alfo fer. | 
apart for Religious duties, becaufe 
Chrift. on the firft day of the | 
week did rife from the dead. 

Several other days of the year 
are kept holy, fome are thofe that 
are obferved in our Church,others 
ake particular days appointed to 
continue the Memory of fome 
great deliverances and, _particu- 
Jar favours »which that. Church 
god Empire have received, ; 
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(137) : 
They do believe that in their 


‘Feftival days, and in the Sabbath 


and Lords-day, the fouls of the 
damned are releafed from their 
torments unul the Evening, bur 
that they can never come out of 
shat place of darknets. 

Some thoughts they have of 
Purgatory, butnot as: we in the 
Catholick Church; they do not 
think chac Maffes, Prayers, or any 
other pious actions can convey any 
benefit to the miferable fouls thar. 
are there frying inthe fubrerrane- 
ous ovens; therefore they never 
beftow their Eftates for the dead, 
but when they are departed , they 
leave them to their fortunes, as 
they do.usto ours. One thing is 
very commendable among ft them; 
when any are dead that have lefc 
fome vifible eftate, they fend for 
thepooreft perfons of that place,8z 
offer unto them gifts in the name 


of 
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of the deceafed; they make a 
Feaft for others-betrer qualified, 
and {pend two or three days: in 
Mirth and*jollity at the expences 
of the dead '; ‘a cuftom derived 
from the Scythians, who did thus 
rejoyce when their friends depart- 
ed-out of the world, and did cele- 
brate their entrance into it with 
the effufion of tears, or rather this 
practice is derived from the belief 
of a Refurre@tion, and the aflu- 
rance that the parcy that is dead 
is free from all the fenfe of mife- 
ry and affliction, unto which the 
living are expofed daily. 

They > do not believe that ' Maf- 
fes can redeem the fouls’ of men 
from the punifhments unto which 
they are liable by their mifcarria- 
ges, therefore they never fee the 
Prieft to huddle up before the Al- 
tar any prayers for them, nor .do 
the dying perfons leave any an- 

nual 
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nual rents for Mafices to be faid in 
remembrance of him, or to fetch 
him out of the flames of Purgato- 
ry. “4 
The Sacrament of the Eucha- 
rift they do adminifter, fometimes 
every Sunday or Sabbath-day,but 
as it was anciently pra@ifed by the 
the Chriftians of Primitive: times 
inboth kinds. They are not afraid’ 
of that inconvenience that the 


wife men of our latter days have 


thought upon, of profaning the 
biowd of Chrift upon every unhal- 
lowed lip, or by f{pilling it on the 
ground, therefore the people do 
receive with the Prieftin a moft 
humble manner, almoft proftrate 
to the ground, before they take it 
into their hands, they make three 
bows to exprefs the facred Trinity 
of perfons, and then with lifted up 
eyes and hands they eat the wa- 


fer, or the bread, and drink of the 


Cup, 


(140) 
cup, kiffing ic before they. part 
wich it oucof their hands, They 
have as much reverence for thar 
Sacramené, as we in Italy,but they 
do not think the bread to be 
Tranfubftantiated into fleth , nor 
the wine into bloud, nor do they 
pay any refpect unto it, but only 
when they do receive it. I did en- 
quire of fome of them why they 
did eat it with that reverence,fee- 
ung they did not fancyit other than 
Our ordinary bread: the anfwer 
was, that it was confecrated toa 
holy ofc, and that fome refped 
was therefore due unto the Ele- 
ments of Bread and Wine; but 
when that fhould notbe, the moft 
humble pofture was moft decent 
for chofe that received from Al- 
mighty God, fo great a favour as 
the fagnsof Chrift Crucified. They 
do not preferve cither the Bread 
or Wine upon their Altars (that 
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are much like ours)to another day, 


nor'do they fend irto comfort the 
fick; that cuftom they do not 
approve of, becaufe they may fo 
frequently receive ic every where, 
thatthey donot ftandin need of 
ic in fo fhort a time as their fick 
perfons do continue in their crazic 
eftate. 

This cuftom they have amongft 
them, thac when any hath recei- 
ved the Bread and Wine, he ne- 
ver ventures to {pit all that day, 
but retains all the humidity thas 
flows into his mouth,and {wallows 
it for fear of cafting ro the ground 
any part of that Cup that was in- 
tended forto increafe their faith. 
This cuftom ts kept fo Religiou- 
fly, that there is a great penaley 
put upon every one that is feen to 
fuffer any water to goour of his 
mouth that day, untill the eve- 
hing; he is forced to pay to the 


POOT, 


142) 
poor, and towards the reparations 
of their Churcha large fumme of 
money, and to fuffer an imprifon- 
ment fix days, during which time 
he hath {carce enough of water 
allowed unto him to drink, Thus 
they punith excefs or want of ab- 
{t'nence by want of neceflaries, a 
good way tomake a man fober, 
‘Whey give the Sacrament not only 
to men grown up in years,butalfo 
to Babes and Children,, for they 
do imagine,that feeing Chrift and 
his Apoftles do efteem them holy; 
of the body of the Church, and 
commands them to be admitred 
into. the Communion of Chri- 
ftians, that therefore it is lawful 
to grant unto them the priviledges 
of Chriftian people, as if they. had 
an actual faith as thofe thar are 
more aged have, They are igno- 
rant Of thofe great difputes that 
have lately allarm’d Eyrope, and 
are 
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| are not acquainted with theniceties 


that have put us together by the 
ears: about the Eucharft, They 
know nothing of Tranfubftantia- 
tion, the words of the Confecra- 
tion they underftand,withour any 
interpretatton, thac they declare 
unto usthe ufe and benefits that 
we are to receive by. this  Sacra- 
ment in the Chriftian Church. 
They do not trouble their heads 
whether perfonally or virtually, 
whether corporally or {piricually 
Chrift is prefent in his Ordinance, 
They hope for falvation without 


the knowledge of thefe curiofities, 


and I think they will attain unto 
it before us that are carryed by 
thefe difpures of the Schools to 
deadly animofities againft our 
brethren; we had been in Evwrope 
very happy, ifthe liberty of be- 
lteving in this particular had been 
left to every one of us, but the 
Devil 
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(744) | 
Devil cannot fifh but in troubled | 
waters, and turbulent men have 
raifed thefe difpures for their 
own intereft, but could never | 
bring any benefit to. the publick 
by them, but ruine and deftrugi- 
on. If like the .46)fst2 Church; 
we had not troubled our felves az 
bout trifles, we had fpared the 
bloud of many Chriftian Nations, 
and might be more ready to op- 
pofe the Twrk,that daily inctoaches 
upon us. In the celebration’ of | 
the Sacrament, they ufe no cere- 
monies,nor infign ficant geftures at 
the Conlecration, but as Chirft 
commanded, fo they practice; the 
Bread is of the ordinary bread that 
they ufe in thofe Kingdoms , they 
take of the better fort for this ufe, 
and lay itina large plaré of Gold 
or Earth of a blew colour, and the 
Wine is of the juice of the Grape 
{queezed out of it on purpofe, 
They 


Fa 


(145) 
They place both very handfomely 


} upona Table or Altarac the end- 
+ of the Church, and afcer the Con- 


fecration, the Prieft followed by 


| fome Attendants,goes to the fe- 
’ veral Separations , where he deli- 
| vers both kinds to them, and they 
‘| yeceive them with the greateft 


expreffions of humility and chank- 
fulnefs imaginable,after all is done, 


| they fing aHymn in the Church, 


and the Prieft gives them leave 
to depart with a bleffing. 

They baptize both Male and 
Female, the Male, on the tenth 
day, the Female on the eighth. 
This Sacrament they often do rei- 


| terate, bucnot out of neceflity, 


but out of acuftom that hath 
continued many hundred years 
derived as fome do conceive from 
the praGice of the ews, that 


‘thought the bodily wafhing able 


to contribute to the falyation of 
the 
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3 (146) | 
the foul. Thefe people therefore | 
that were zealous Profeffors of | 
that Religion, do yet retain many 
of their cuftoms, although they 
donot believe thofe things chat 
occafioned them at firft for that 
reafon they circumcife, they ofren 
wath, and to render their wafhing 
more beneficial, the Prieft on the 
day of Epiphany repeats over to 
the perfons fprinkled the words of | 
Baptilm, J baptize thee inthe Name 
of the Father, @érc, Allofthem do 
declare that they retain this cu- | 
{ftom not ourof the belief of its 
necefflity, but only becanfe ic hath | 
continued fo long time amongft | 
them for fo many hundred years, 
they know not howto reformit, | 
But I chink that they have no 
mind toreform or leaveit, be- | 
caufe ic flatcers the intereft of | 
both Prieft and people; for on | 
thac day the Princes officers do 
make 
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Hmake a Feaft, and give gifts in the 
Jname of their Emperour to feve- 
Ea perfons, they rejoyce and fuf- 
fer noneto doany fervile work. 

I This cuftom is ftrengthned by a 
) Law very ancient, that whofoe- 
} ver is then baptized fhould be free 
} from fome {mall impofitions that 
) are laid upon them by the Prince. 
| Their former Kings have thus in- 
j tereffed the people in the obedi- 
} ence totheir pious commands, fo 
that although they fee how the 
performance. is infignificane and 
j ufele(s, neverthelefs.they do as 
| Religioufly obferve this cufton, 
as ifuponit diddepend their e- 
ternal falvation ; when the Chil- 

| dren are baptized, they give the 
|} Bread of the Sacrament foftned in 
fome Liquor rothem. 

Their Religion in general isa 
mixture of the Jewih and Crt 
fas for they obferve many of 
| La the 
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the Ordinances of the Law of afo- 
fes that were meerly ceremonial, 
only becaufe their’ tore-fathers 
did fo. This people hath always 
had a great Veneration for that 
which is derived unto them by in= 
heritance, and in which they were 
firft educated, fo that they dare 
not venture to alrer what was re- 
commended unto them by their 
Anceftors practice, they wifely 
fore-fee the diforders that change 
would bring amongft them, e- 
{pecially when the cuftoms and 
ceremonies obferved are in them. 
felves indifferent. 

It any be pollated according 
to the Law of Mofem they forbid 
him co enter the Church until 
twenty four hours be paft, and 
then he muft cleanfe himfelf with 
water, 

For their Churches they havea 
great Veneration, infomuch , that 
in 
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-in them they neither {pic nor fof- 
 ferany unclean creature to enter, 
when they do go in, they take off 
) cheir thooes, the reafon that they 
| doalledge is this, becaule mofes 
| was commanded co appear betore 
the buth with naked feet, their 
Temples being as holy as that 
place on which he did tread, they 
think themfelves obliged to fol- 
low che fame Religious practice. 
They will not alfo fuffer any to 
walk up and down in their Chur- 
ches, nor to difcourfe of their pri- 
vate bufinefs, nor to laugh, fo 
highly do they revereace them; 
our people in Italy do profels as 
much outward refpedt, but they 
bear lefs to the Houfes of prayer, 
for itis ordinary amongft us to 
make the great Churches a Ren- 
dezvous of Lovers inftead of 
praying to a Saint, many whilper 
their devotions to their Miftrel- 
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| (150) 
fes that are at their fides, and they | 
do return anfwers accordingly, | 
thus they cheat the. world chat 
fancies them at their prayers , and | 
they profane the holy places with 
unhallowed and lafcivious actions. 
The Abyfsins do thew’ unto fuch | 
anexcellent example of piety and | 
and devotion. They ate no Jefs | 
Religious in the other obfervances 
of Religion; the water in Baptifm 
itis truc they do not fanétifie by 
exorcifmns, nor do they mingle any 
other ingredient, but ‘as the Ea: | 
nach of Queen Candaces was Bap- 
tifed by pure water, fo'do they dip 
ér fprinkle with the fame: element 
free from mixture;all that are bap- 
tiled, they either dipor fprinkle 
them, that is left to the pleafure 
and choice of the Minifter as he | 
fees convenient, or as rhe con- 
dition of the child: « requires. 
he accordingly deals with it.’ | 


And 


i 
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[And when the child is but’ bes 
fprinkled with tater, he is lookt 


upon as well baptized as ifhe had 


jJbeen wafhed in the main Ocean 
,jover head and.ears, for they think 


¢ 
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does bring any advantage to the 
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not that the quantity of water 


foul, nor that an entire wafhing is 
effential to the Sacrament of bap- 


«| ifm, but rather fo much only as 

‘may fuffice to fignifie the inward 
|| wafhing and clenfing of che mind 
;| from all filthy inclination, 


Their circumcifion as we have 


| hid, they will not leave, but they 


donot efteem themfelves for it, 
nor do they dilefteem other 
Chriftians for wanting it, for they 
are fenfible that the ceremony 
doth not render them more ac- 
ceptable to Almighty God, 
nor dothit give them a pre-emi- 
nence above others. It were tobe 
wifhed that Chriftians over all the 

L 4 world 
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world were of their difpofition, | 


they would not then curfe and 
damn their brethren for trifles, 


nor fend them to’ hell: becaufe 


they do not jump with them into 


the fame opinions, and follow the) | 
fame frivolovs cuftoms invented | 


by themfelves. A Chriftian con- 


defcention becomes us, we fhould). 


notrack and fendto the flames, 
men of the fame profeffion, be- 
caufe only they do not joyn with 
us In indifferent performancess but 
my defign is norto thew the un- 


jaftice of the Court of Inquifiti~ | 
on, nor the cruelty of our Prelates | 


againft the diffenting perfons that | 


| 


are {cattered allover Jtaly and | 


Spaiz, buetodeclare the pradtice 


of the ethiopia» Church, and | 


their moderation. 


They have nor that. uncharita+ 


ble opinion of unbaptized Infants 
aswe have, they donot judge 
them 


} 


| (153) 

} them in hell or any other place out 
§ of Paradife , becaule they have 
I not had the happinefs to receive 
the Seal of the Covenant, bur 
} they name them half Chriftians 
) here, and think that heaven is pre- 
| pared for them as well as for the 
reftof mankind hereafter, becaufe 
that they are born of Chriftian 
Parents, fanatified from the womb 
and inthe womb,by drawing fome 
nourifhment from the Sacramenc 
} ofthe Eucharift when their Mo- 
| thers do receiveit, the leaft part 
| of that being fa flictent co fanctifie 
them, 

They often make ufe of Con- 
feffion, not as we do, but in aman- 
ner that commends their mode- 
ration, their wifdom and modefty, 
The perfons that are to contefs 
do meet the Prieft at certain days 
in the Church: before prayers do 
begin, where they privately a 

ef{s 
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fefsunto him in general all thofe 
fins of which they are guilty ; they 
name them ‘not unlefs they be 
heavy upon their confciences,then 
they confult him about the reme- 
dies proper to fatisfie themfelves, 
and about the means to avoid fuch 
mifcarriages for the future. I 
could never learn that they were 
tyed to this by any other Law,but 
that which is derived from their 
own neceflity and good s they are 
not tyed to particularize their 
crimes unlefs they fee it conveni- 
emt for their comfore and’ refor- 
mation. The Prieft afifts them in 
this-occafion, affares them of ‘the 
mercy of God, of ‘the pardon: of 
their fins if chey continue’ in that 
repentant, forrow , and if it can 
produce the améndment of their 
lives. He prayes for them, and 
then fends them away with a blef- 
fing. The woman that is near the 

time 
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time of her travelis wont to feek 
i his comfort from her Ghoftly 
| Father. The man that is to under- 


| take fome long or perillous jour- 
‘| ney unloads and difcharges his 
| confcience thus to render himfelt 


more ready to undergo the hazard 
Thofe that march out with the 


armies, take with them fome word 


‘| of exhortation and comfort from 
their Priefts, they efteem this cu- 
| ftom neceffary to them for the 


maintenance of Chriftian Religi- 
on, and ftir up from time to time 
mens drowfie and fottith peas in 
the duties of Religion. By this 
means alfo the Priefts do creep 
into the favour of every one, and’ 
become neceflary in their Gene-~ 
ration. We are naturally prone 
to contempt and  floathfulnefs 
in devotion, this practice is moft 
proper to remove and rid us of 
thoie vices. Their confeffions 
ate more modeft, more bene- 
ficial 


(156 
frcial and Chriftian-like than ours 
are, The Prieft doth not by any 
power granted unto him pretend 
to abfolve them , but he fhews 
them the gracious promifes of 
God in his word, and tells them 
how pleafed he is at repentance, 
f what hopes there are of his mer- 
cy, he alfo warns them to forbear 
from ill company,and other temp- 
tations that do endanger our ¢« 
ftate; after confeffion they receive 
the Eucharift. 

They acknowledge the Old 
and New Teftament without any 
addition to them 46 of rhe old 
25 of the new arethe number of 
the books ; unto thefe they think 
itnot lawful to make any additi- 
on, bat they obferve many other 
things that are not contained in 
thefe books, Their c4lenda and 
Abeti direé&ts them in the manner 
of Difcipline and Order that is to. 
| be 


: 
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| be oblerved in thofe Countryes ; 

| befides, they obey the conttituti: 
} ons and degrees of their Absna, 
| and his Clergy, who commonly 


affemble once intwo years at the 
sete Court to confult about 
| the publick bufinef:, and give fuch 
| orders as may prevent the mif- 
chiefs that the Mahnmetass and 
Gentiles do daily plot againft 
them; for their Priefts and Religi- 
ous men do ‘labour to incroach 
upon the fimplicity, of the .4dy/f- 
fins, and to abufe their good nae 
ture, by making ic a means fo tn- 
creafe the Profeflors of their Re- 
ligion; they cifguife themfelves 
into Merchants and other necefla- 
ry perfons, that they might have 
the liberty to convey, with lefs 
difficultie, their venemeus Doa&- 
rines to the fill lypeople whom they 
Court with all manner of civility. 
To prevent therefore their de- 
figns, 


(158) 
fins, and togive ordertoall the 
contingencies that do happen ina 
large Empire very often. This 
great affembly meets inthe pre- 
fence of their Emperour, to con- 
fult about the prefervation of 
themfelves and of Religion; the 
Abyna fits in the Chair, unlefs 
when. the Emperour appears ‘a- 
moagft chem himfelf, then the 
Abune fits at his feet, and a 
Throne is erected a purpofe for 
the Neguz , the Clergy,Bifhops 
and other perfons called from all 
the Kingdoms,are round about in 
a Ring in feveral ranks;when any is 
to f{peak, he rifeth from his place 
and goes forth into the middle,and 
after an humble obeifance to the 
Atbusa or Emperour, he declares 
his jadgment, the plurality of voi- 
‘es determines the bufinefs in 
hand. 
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The affirmative pare do lift up 
| their fore-finger, and profefs ac 
p the fame time their content, and if 
} the pluralicy be on their fide a- 
| bove two or three perfons, their 
| judgment is good and lawful, o- 
| therwife the bufinefs is debated 
untill that number be found in ei- 
ther fide. Their decrees are con- 
firmed by the Emperour and his 
Privy Counfel, and nothing ts 
_ lawful without his confent. Heis 
_the only Prince that governs in his 
dominions,none dares but by force . 
of Arms pretend any jurifdiGion 
over his fubjects but himfelf, 
therefore he fuffers nothing either 
in Churchor Statetobe obeyed 
or impofed without his cogni- 
zance. The Bifhops and Clergy 
have a power to execute their of- 
fice, teach the people ther duty, 
and fee to their feveral charges, 
but.they dare fot innovate or 


com- 


(160) 
command the leaft new thing al- 
though it be very neceflary,with-— 
oucthe Emperors leave, He com- 
monly declares his pleafure by 
granting a writing, unto which his 
Picture is annexed as a Seal witha 
great Crofs in bis left hand, and-a 
{word in his right. This Proclama- 
tionisconveyed into thofe parts 
that it concerns , where the people 
do in a moft hamble manner re- 
ceive it. When P. Clem. follicited 
him to fabmit to the See of Reme, 
he would never doit, but’ com- 
manded the Embaffadour that had 
made that propofition, to depart 
oucof his dominions, where he 
had created a great difturbance, 
by divulging Dodtrines that were 
not known in thofe parts before, 
Thus the Emperour is fole 
Lord of both Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and will not give an account 
of his actions t® any one upon 
earth, 


i (16 
¥ earth. He is refpe@ed according 
} tohis Authoriry or Power, none 
§ dares oppofe or. contradict his 
| commands, but they all yield-a 
| blind obedience unto them, pro- 
fefling their willingnefs to: fubmic 
by kiffing on their knees the wrie 
ting that is brought unto them. 
) .They make little conicience 
| in the choice of their meats, but 
becaufe ic hath been the cuftom of 
their fore-fathers to abftain from 
fome forts of flefh, they do ima- 
gine that they had fome reafon to 
do it which they do not under- 
ftand, therefore they continue the 
fame cuftoms to this day, they 
will noreat of any Beaft prohibi- 
ted by Afofes tothe Fews, nor will 
they {uffer any of them to be kill- 
ed amongft them unlefs ic be in 
| bunting. Ifany fuch creature be 
dead,they bury himimmediately ; 
they will neither eat of flefh torn 
M in 
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in pieces, nor that hath been hangs 
ed, fiifled, or of which fome o. 
ther beaft hath been fuffered to 
feed; they will not eat any bloud 
nor flefth where the bloud remains, 
in thefe particulars, they are Re 
ligious obfervers of the Law of 
Mofes,; not out of confcience, but 
they know not how toleave cu- 
ftoms unto which they were bred 
up from the. beginning. 

They have no corporal penal- 
ties impofed upon them by their. 
Confeffors, unlefs it be in the Cos 
vents and Religious Houfes. In 
the Country thofe that commit 
any fin, do fuffer for it the re= 
proach of his Neighbour and fepa- 
ration from the Bucharift, untill 
he profeffes his repentance, which | 
commonly is doné at the door of | 
the Churches when the people 
and the Prieft go out , the Peni- | 
tent prefents himfelf with athes | 
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fupon his Héad, Md a forrowful 
countenance confeffeth his guile, 


}promifeth an amendment and re- 
dfticution of the damage if any be 
‘iJreceived by the Neighbour , then 
“Ithe Prieft abfolves him, by decla- 


4 


|: 


ring that for the time to come he 
ifhall have hberty to come tothe 
'Lords body. Thofe that are re- 


dl fractory and obftinate they punifh 


iby forbidding their Neighbours 


'tt@ converfe with them. Every 
lone obferves this fo Religioutly, 
that they fee from an excommu- 


hicaced perfon, as froma Peftilen- 


‘cious body, fo that he is fore’d un- 
lefs he will become an Anachoret 
‘land run from the coiverfation of 


the world, to reconcile himfelf a-~ 
gainto the Church by begging 
the pardon of his offence. The 
power of Excommunication is ir 


+ the Bifhop of every Diocefe, who 
is informed by the poate of eve- 


(164) | 
ry Region or Precint, of the 
mifdemeanots of the people; 
when he is rightly informedy not 
only by the Prieft, but alfo by the 
congregation,he difpatches an offi= 
cer called a Shimeru , to give leave 
to Excommunicate the offending) 
perfon, The Prieftina‘full affem- 
bly informs the people of his com- 
mifiion, declares unto them the 
ill behaviour of the perfon, his | 
wicked life, and the fcandal that 
hehad given to his Neighbours, | 
he makes a. long-difcourfe of the | 
means employed to recal him of : 
his obftinacy, in defpifing the Fa- 
therly admonitions that had been | 
made tohim: and further thews'| 
the-danger tolet him continue in 
their Communion. He concludes 
with an Excommunication,and to 
rencer this aétion more dreadful, 
he gives leave to the infernal {pi- 
rits to feize upon fych a perfor, 
eaft- 
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i cafting into the Air a. fire-brand 
| with fome kind of execration. 

| = Bur this kind * 
| of feverity is not often 
Hufed, the offences muft be very 
J gticvaus to oblige the Church to 
cait upon them her thunder- 
I bolts , and when fhe doth it, Is 
b done with that precaution, and 
} with that time, that the offender 
} hath leifure torepent, and every 
} one is fully fatisfied that it neither 
‘proceeds from malice'nor defign. 
}-When men by their open profane- 
}nefs and horrid crimes do dilgrace 
tthe Chriftian profeffion, when 
}chey continue in this manner of 
| life, and declare their contempt of 
}God and his power; It is then 
Jonly time to feparate fuch from 1 
jour Communioa, who have alrea+ a | 
jdy feparated themfelves from 1 
| Chrift, and declard their uawor- 
| thinefsS to participate with ys in 
M 3 the 
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the privileges of Chriftian Religi- 
on. This was the praétice of the 
Apoftles , and of the primitive 
Churches, they did fhutthem out 
of Heaven who declared they had 
no. defire to. come thither. and 
publifhed to the reft the efteem 
that every one Was to have of 
their perfons. Amongft them the 
power of Excommunication was 
facred and holy, it was only em- 
ployed at the extremity when no 
other means, neither reprebenfion 
nor {hame could recal men from: 
their abominable vices; It was 
then efteemed accordingly , men 
were as:fearful to fallander it, as 
to be caftinto the flames of hell, | 
And then it was followed by fuch 
effects as did declare the dreadful | 
power of its the evil fpirits did 
take the excommunicated perfon 
into their pofleffion, and did begin 
to torment him in the fame man- 
ner 


" 


ner that he hall be in hell, fothar 
dmany times people being fenfible 
Hof their wotul condition did fall 
upon their knees, and beg the par- 
don of the Church. It was. allo 
ithe cuftom of old Chriftians. never 
/@to come near an Excommunicated 
Aperfon, all his acquaintance and 
I friends did fhun his company-; fo 
| that when he did fec himfelf aban- 
| don’d by every one,fhame & grief’ 


My 
4 
4 did work upon him and obliged 
| him to anamendmentof life, In 
ithe timeof the Chriftian Empe- 
rours this power of Excommunti- 
cation began tobe. horribly abu- 
+ {ed and profan’din civil Matters, 
} to farisfie hatred and vengeance, 
| {ome Bithops did Excommunicate 
| others; at the leaft difpleafure , 
they would fend their adver{a- 
ries tohell, and fuffer no corre- 
fpondency to be further cater- 
tained between them on earths 
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by this means they did proclaim 
a publick war one againft another, 
and made ufe ofthe facred wea-) 
pons of Excommunication. to 
make good their quarrel, as if Ged 
were bound to efpoufe their par- 
ticular interefts and fins with them 
again{t thofe for whom they had 
conceived a difpleafure. Widter 
sifhop of Reme with one thunder- 
bolt of the V atican was refoived 
to caft all the Eaftern Churches 
from the hopes of arriving to 
Heaven. The Bithops of Cos/tan- 
tswople Excommunicated thole of 
cA lexanaria, and they excommu- 
nicated them of Conftantinople ; 
ndinthe fame City thefe thun. 
der-bolts of Excommunication 
were heard againft feveral  facti- 
s, meer {car-crows when ill ap- 
shad ; When Excommunication:is 
abufed to promote our fecular in- 
terefts, it is like the cmodtoois, of 


the 
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the Heathens , or 
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(169) | 
the Canonifa- 


| tion of the Papifts, a Chimera, a 


vain and ivolale action, if that 


| may be fo named, that protanes 
or diferaces one of the moft ee 


cred parts of Religion, and m 
apply that divine power sith 


} which Chrift hath mtrufted the 


or of his Church, Ler them 
e heed how and ‘a whom 
Fak Min furure they employ this 
holy weapon, for they may by the 
abufe of it bring a contempt uy; 
on thernfelvesand Religion, th 
all their policy and feverity will 
never be able to remove; 1 pray 
God togrant uato U hofe among it 
us fuch Chriftian wifdom and mo- 
deration,thar piety maybe cherith- 
ed, andthe profanenefs difcoura- 
ged; that peace and unity may 
Reign amongft us, and that they 
may advance the intereft of 2 ec 
ftianity es wellas of this or of tha 
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The Aby/stns never burn an ex- 
communicated perfon, nor do 
they ufe any violence againft his 
Perfon or Goods, unlefs he offers 
to break the publick peace, or to 
pronoance fomething to the pre- 
jadice of the Government, then 
they lay hold of him and fecure 
him in a convenient Prifon, They 
never make ufe of excommunica- 
tion, but incafes thar concern the 
cuftoms and manners of aman, and 
never then, unlefs he continues in 
his evil pradctifes after admoniti- 
on; when they reftore a man to 
his former privileges,at his repen- 
tance, they do not impofe any 
pecuniaty or corporal penalty, as 
we do in Rome, but he ts admitted 
atter the Bithop hath been ac- 
quainted wich it, only by declaring 
it unto the Congregation with the 
ligas of his repentance; for as 
much as I could learnthey donot 
: : think 
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| think chat our purfes or our bodi- 
ly punifhments can further our 


Reception into Gods favour, un- 
lefs the foul be really hambled 
and contrite. The flagellations 
and macerations of the body ufual 
in many of our Cities of Spaiz and 
Italy,were never feen amongft 
them unlefs it be upon the borders 
of their Kingdoms amongft the 
Mahametans and Gentiles, whofe 
Religions-do recommend: unto the 
Profeflors of chem voluntary pes 
nances as high expreffions of de- 
votion; but this kind of devotion 
is not in practice amongft thefe 
Chriftians of Abefsia, therefore 
they know nothing of indulgen- 
cies and pardons granted by the 
Rulers of the Church. This trade 
was never introduced amongft 
them. 

They have anexcellen order a- 


mongft them in the Church. The 


Abuna 


(472) 
Abuna is the chief, he is as the 
Pope in Rome, or as the Arch- 
bifhop; his power is to command 
over all the Kingdoms fubje@ to 
the Negus in matters of Religion, 
and tofee that the Orders or De. 
crees of the aflembly thac meets 
every other year be obeyed under 
him. Bifhops are appointed in the 
feveral Kingdoms,buct they do nat 
receive any into holy Orders; 
That Office belongs to the Abuna, 
but thefe Bifhops have the power 
of excommunication, and of re- 
proving the Clergy under them 
that behave themfelves noc well 
in their fungtion; every Bithop is 
ulually, feated in the moft confie 
derable place of the Kingdom, 
where ‘he hath fo mach Land be. 
longing to him and his office asis 
able to maintain him in that de. 
gree of honour, , 
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The reft of ‘Mie Priefs owe no: 
| thing to him our of their allow- 


} ance; Ae officiates as the reft, and 


1s 0 voter wite diftinguifhed from 
them buat by his habit, that is noe 
the fame with theirs, and by the 
re(pect that every one pays to his 
gravity, for never any young men 
are admitted to that honourable 
place in the Church, only merit 
affifted by the efteem the people 
and their Prince have for them, 
when they come to fnch an age, 
thac all cheir youthful inclinations 
are paft, doraife them to the Epif- 
copal Chair. 

The e4buna hath Ale depen- 
dency upon the Patriarch of Alex- 
andria, Refident at edad Cairo. 
When he is dead the Emperour 
fends to the: Monks of Ferufal C723 
of the Orde: of Sc. Anth ORM the 
Hermite’. they immediately pro- 
ceed tothe chn fing of one fit for 


| ae 4 
fo great an employ when he is 

s pitcht upon and fent away, he pat 
feth by Grand Cairo, falutes the 
Patriarch in Egypt, and then Mar- 
ches on his journey to the Impe- 
rial Court, where the Emperour 
and all the Nobles do welcome 
him with all expreffions of refped 
and honour. He {eldom remains 
in one place, but often Vifiis the 
Kingdoms of the Emperours do- 
minions, to fee and provide to all 
diforders that do daily happen. 
The reft of the Bifhops are placed 
or difplaced by him, but with the 
Emperours confent and appoint- 
ment, unto whom they may ap- 
peal in cafe injury is done unto 
them, When there is any vacancy 
the Emperour grants the Land$ 
and the Office to whom he plea- 
feth, the dbuxa muft afterwards 
approve of the choice ; all the de- 
grees of the Cletgy are diftin- 
guifh- 
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leuithed from’ one another , and 
ifrom the people by fome badge or 
thabit, which fignifies the office 
me they have undertaken. 


The Tranflator. 
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His Relation is agreeable to 
the account that we have 
formerly received of the Aby|sinsg 
written by Damianws Dee Ges a 
} Portaguele, and receivedfrom Za- 
ga Zabo, the Aby(s4n Embafladout 
| fent from the Neguz into Portugal 
to King Fohn about the year 
1526. Damianus de Goes contract- 
ed aFriendfhip with this Embaf- 
fadour, and obliged him to difco- 
ver unto him rhe cuftomsand Re- 
ligion of the Chriftiansin 4ba/sia, 
both Relations do agree in. many 
things, I conceive that De Goes 
doth favour the intereft of the 
RO- 
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Roman Religion in many particu- 
Jars, but in others he declares how 
the Aby/sins are different from the 
Papifts s the Reader may confult 
the Author, a piece of it is here 
tranflated for puklick tatisfa@i- 
on. ; 


Zagazabo the Emperour of Abasias 
A mbalfadour is Porta gal 


Frer that I was come into 
A Portugal, | had often many 
difputes with certain Dodors, e- 
{pecially Didachs Ortifius Bifhop of | 
the I fle of St. Thomas, and Dean 
of the Kings Chappel, and with — 
Peter (Margalho about the choice 
of Meats. It will not therefore be 
amifs to fpeak now fomething .a- 
bout ic. Firft you muft know that 
according to the Old Teftamene 
were obferved the Rules for to 
chufe 


ARTI) 
W ehufe cur Meats, which was com- 
if manded by Gods Word, that did 
i afterwards take flefh of the Virgin 
lf Afary, he dtd walk and converfe 
‘} amongft his Apoftles. This word 
4 of God is alwayes the fame and 
fever living, néver fubject to 
| change, therefore what he com- 
} manded fhould not be eaten be- 
| caufe of its uncleannefs , he never 
) gave leave afterwards inhis Go- 
{pel to eat it. Itis true, he cells us 
)} that what enters in by the mouths 
i dothnot defile the man, but that 
4 which proceeds from the mouth, 
}buc he doth not fay it, chathe 
}miehe contradiét whache had be- 
jfore eftablifhed, but only that he 
jmight refute the fuperftition of 
ithe Zewsthardid reprove the A- 
poftles for eating with unwafhe 
hands. And the Apoftles them- 
felves whiles they lived with out 
Saviour Chrift Jefus, never made 
N ufe 
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wfe of unclean beafts, nor did ever 
rafte of thofe things that were 
prohibited in the Law, and none 


of: them did offerto tranfgrefs in 


this’particalar, After our Saviours 


Paffion when the Apoftles begaa 


to preach the Gofpel, none can 


ever prove by the Sacred Records 


that they did ever eat or kill an 


unclean beaft. It is true,Se, Paul 


faich , whatfoever comes in the 
fhambles eat, inquire not of it for. 
confcience fake; after that he 
faith, if any unbeliever doth invite 


you to a Feaft and you have 2 
mind to go, of whatfoever is put 
before you eat, inquwing after no- 
thing becaufe of confcience. A- 
gain, If any fhall fay this was facri- 
fhced to an Ido}, do nor eat of it 
becaufe of him that told thee, and 
becaufe of confcience, @c. All 
this St. Pal faith to pleafe them 
that were not fuficiently confrm- 
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Fd in the faith, becaufe between 
Ehem and the Fews there were 
many difputes and contentions; to 
Hrhe end that he might appeafe 
Jthem, he fided with,.and labour- 
Ned to pleafe the Chriftians that 
Swere not confirmed in the faith. 
WThis he did not to break the 
}Law, but only by granting fome- 
Sthing of the ceremonies, he might 
Bwin them tothe faith. The fame 
TA poftle faith, Let him that eat- 
Beth not defpife him that eareth, 
# nor him that eateth not judge him 
ithar eateths for he that eateth, 
feateth to the Lord, and he that 
feateth not, eateth not: to the 
Lord, 

Therefore it is an unworthy act 
to reprove forrein Chriftians fo 
fiercely and ina hoftile manner, as 
I have been for this and other 
| matters that concern not true 
faith, Itwere more wifely done 
N 2 to 
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tobear with fach Chriftian men 
as the Greeks, aArmenians, and E- 
thteptans are,to treat them with 
kindne({s and charity, and to {uffer 
them to live and converfe with o- 
ther Chriftians, for we areall 
baptized in the fame baptifme,and 
fub{cribe unanimoufly to the fame 
belief. There isno caufe where- 
fore any fhold fo furioufly difpute 
about ceremonies, lec every one 
obferve his: own without hatred 
and railing one again& another, for 
thatthe correfpcndency between. 
Churches fhould not be interrup- 
ted, if afar off they ufe euftoms in 
thofe. Provinces proper to the 
place and genius of the people. 
Befides, we have in the és of | 
the Apostles, how Peter faw the | 
Heavens opened, and a certain 
veffel come down like a great 
fheet bending on the four corners | 
to the earth, inthe which were all | 

forts 
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| (rst) 
‘forts of four-footed Beafts and 
| Serpents of the earth, with the 
|-Fowls of the Air, unto him the 
i voice did fay, Rife Peter snd ear, 
}untowhom Peter anfwered , Far 
\ be it from me Lord, for 1 never did 
leat any common or unclean thing. 
) The voice anfwered him, What 
1 God hath purified do not thew call 18 
) uxclean; which being often repea- 
iced, the veflel was taken up into 
I 
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idid preach: The Holy Ghoft fell 
|upon all that heard the werd of God, 
and Peter did baptize, &C. 

| This Vifionis thus interpreted 
by us in Ethiopéa, the clean Beatts 
are the Children of J/rael, the un- 
clean the Gentiles, who are thus 
called, becaufe they are worfhip- 
: | N3 pers 
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pers of Idols, and actithe uaclean 


works of the Devil. And whereas 


the voice faid unto Peter, Petey rife 
and kt#;we thus underftand it, Pe- 
ter, Baptize,Eas 3 that isspreach and 
publith the faith andthe Law of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift'to the peo-| 
ple of Ifrael, and to the Gentiles. 
Tr is certatn that itcan never be 
found,that Peter, or any other of 
the Apoftles did either: kill or eat 
unclean Beafts after this. Vifion. 
Now when the Scripture menti- 
ons food, in feveral places it in- 
tends to fignifie unto-us Chrift 
and his Doétrine ;. we muft not 
therefore underftand it of any cor- 
poral or nourifhing food. All the 
Jearned do. agree that this fheec 
that. was fhewn unto Peter, did 
teach-him high and fublime mat- | 
ters, and not the inferiour things. | 
of the world that relatenot to our | 
falvation, neither are we to ga- | 
. ~ ther 


Jeher from thence that we have 
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Jiiberty to eat of unclean things, 
efeeing thatcan neverbe gathered 
Jour of Scripture 5 wherefore do 
ithe Apoftles amongft the Decrees 
goof cheir Council command us not 
J} tocat of creatures hang’d,. ftran- 
| gled, torn in pieces, or half eaten 
by other beafts, or. of blouds 


: 
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for God loves cleannefs and 
fobriety » and hates glutten- 
nefs, and uncleannefs. God loves 


4 themalfo chac abftain from fleth, 
§ and much more chem that feed 


apon bread and herbs, and are 
content with water, as St, Fobn 
Baptift that lived a Hermite be- 
yond Fordan, he always fed up- 
on herbs, St. Paw/ the Hermite led 
a fparing life in the defart 80 
yeats, St. Anthony, and St. Maca- 
vine, and many of their followers 
never tafted any fiefh. Therefore 
my brethren you muft not cons 

tema, nor revile us, for St. Fasses 

N 4 faith, 
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} Be 
faith,he that Ipeats evil of his bro- 
ther , or Judges his bother,f{peaks 
evil of the Law, and Judges of the 
Law;and S, Paul advifes to be con- 
tent with our own traditions , and 
not to dif-pute about the Law of 
Mofes with Chriftians, wherefore 
itis not hdndfome to quarrel with 
our brethren about the Lawy,or the 
choice of Meats, for meats do not 
teader us more or lefs acceptable 
to God; therefore let us feek af. 
ter the heavenly food, and fer 
afide thefe frivolous difputations 
about meats: 

Thefe things that I have here 
written about traditions, proceed 
hot out of an itch of difpucation, 
nor out of contenrion, but only 
that I might juftifie my own peo- 
ple trom the cruel’ accufations of 
many who. having no refpect for 
my Mafter the moft Potent Em- 
Perour Preciews Giam, nor for us 
: tap A his 
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This fubje@s, do revile us and call 
‘Dus Fews and Mahumetans,becaufe 
‘Jwe obfervethe Saturday as. the 
} Fews, and faft till Evening as the 
mMahumetans , they fay thee 
things fhould not be done by 
T Chriftians; they do alfo complain 
} againft us for the Marriage of ‘our 
| Clergy, who have the fame liber- 
i} tyas the other people > and be- 
i caufe we are re-baptized every 
b year, as if we did diftroft the efii- 
} cacy of the firft baptlin, becaufe 
i we circumcife men and women, 
| which cuftom the ews do not ob- 
| ferve fo punctually; becaufe we 
keepthe Lawof Mefes in the 
| choice of meats ; and becaufle we 
judge more charitably of Chrifti- 
an children before baptiina than 
they do, and efteem them not as 
Pagans, but as half Chriftians, I 
nave been forced to publifh this 
| that I might juftifie my own peo- 


ple 
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ple from theirflanders that accufe 
us, and thar I might oblige the 
Doctors of the Church of Rome to 
be che more kind tous. I know 
not by what. Religious inftin& 
they have beea moved to forbid 
Me to participate with them inthe 


Body and Bloud of Chrift in the 


Sacrament, fince lam come into 
Portagal,nsaher dol know where- 
fore I am efteemed amongft my 
Chritian brethren as a Heathen 
and an excommunicated perfon 
which hath caufed me much grief, 
but to him that fees and Judges 
all things I remit my caufe. 


Tam not fent by my moft migh- | 


ty Lord the Emperour ‘of Erhio- 


pa, to the Bifhop of Rome,and the | 
moft Serene Prince Fohn King of | 
Portugal, only to entertain them | 
with difputations; but to cone | 
clude a firm league, and open 2_ 
correfpondency ~ between them, | 


SS 


al 
& 
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Hot to Gikcourte (hole humane 
traditions, but to inquire about 


Vi the errours of Arrzws the Prince: ‘of 


i 


{ 


Hereticks, and know whether the 

Chriftians of Ewrope do joyn with 
us in oppofing his cite and 
further, thatd might know whe- 


ther itbe rthecuftom of the Eure- 


pean Chriftians to afiemble in 


‘| Count el twice every year about 
| Matters of faith, as the ubeabee! 
l| fave eel in their Synodi- 


al. book, ehe firft affembly they: 
otder to be met on the day of 
Pentecofts, the fecond on the 
tenth of Odfober. | 

Befides, 1 am come to ‘know 
how we agree about the errours 
of Macedontus of Neflorius , and of 
Extiches, about the laft the Coun- 


cil of Calcedone affembled, but the 


Bithops broke up the affembly 
before any Conclufion, retaining 
their own opinions; My Lord, the 


(128) 
moft Mighty Emperour hath all 
the books of the General Coun. 
cél’s, and is much grieved, fo are 

If his fubjects; for the difcords 
and errours , thefe Tares that the 
Devil hath fown in the Lords 
field; the Bifhop of Rome, we 
have always eft comsdas, the firft 
and moft powerful Bifhop of the 
world, and were it not for the 

Mahumetans, whofe Country be- 
ing between us, do hinder our 
padlage, & for the great diftance of 

places ,we fhould fend to his 

Court very often. King Ema- 

necl of bleffled Memory did firft 

open away to us from the Red 
fea, coc. 

Having {poken of thefe things, 

Y willfay fomeching of our Empe- 

rour, & of our Patriarch. You muft 

know firft, chat our Patriarch is 

thus folemnly elected by and our 
of our Monks of Ferafalem. thar 
there 


there do dwel 
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| atthe Sepulchre 


Jofou Lord, When the old Pa- 
) triarch is dead, the Emperout ‘di- 


» 


7 


{patches away with all {peed am 
i exprefs tothe Monks that live ae 
| Perufalew, as foon as they have 
T received the news of the death of 
| the Abuse with the Prefents thac 
} the Emperout fends to our Savi- 
ours Sepulchre , they proceed to 
the eleGtion of another buna, 
whom they chufe by the pluraliry 
of voices. It is not lawful co pitch 


upon another for that office, but 
only uponan Inhabitant of Alex 
andvia, and upon one whole life is 
irreproachable, When they have 
chofen him, they give unto him 
his difpatches with the meflenger 
thatcame to give them notice of 
the former Absna’s death. They 
go together to Grand Cairo, to 
meetthe Egyptian Patriarch that 
hath there his ordinary refidence, 

'. to 
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to theend that he may-be 2¢- 
quainted with the ele@ion. The 
Patriarch when he approves of the 
fufliciency of the perfon for fo e« 
minent an offices he fends him ins 
to Ethiopia with the meffenger, 
who muft always be according to 
the ancient cuftom, a Monk of thé 
Order of St. Anthony the Hermite, 
with him this meffenger haftens 
towards Et biopia wherewith all ex- 
preflions of joy and honour they: 
are received of all men. Some- | 
times 2 year or two paffes before — 
this bufine(s can be difparched.In 
the mean while the Neguz difpofes 
of the great Revenue of the Aéy- 
na according to his pleafure, Now 
the chief office of an Abura, is to 
confer Holy Orders, none but he 
can give them, or oughrto rake 
them away, or degrade the Prietts. 
Henever affects to meddle with 
the giving of Bithopricks, or of 
Be. 
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| at do belong to the 
[Precious Gia, who may de.with 


| 


q 


(ithem according to his pleafure. 


[And whenthe Patriarch or Abana 
is dead the Emperour is the Heir 


s fof his Bftate, whichis very great, 


It belongs alfo tothe Patriarch to 


Jexcommunicate contumacicus of- 


) 


fenders. He never grants any In- 
dulgencies of thofe penalties that 
are impofed for grievous faults. 


‘|The Sacraments of the Ghurch 


| arenever prohibited to any unlefs 


it be for the crime of Murder, 


| Our Patriarch is called in dur. lan- 


guage Abuna, he that is at prefent 
in this place is called at his baptifm 
Mark sa man aged of about 100 
years. Moreover it is tobe noted 


_ that we begin the year the firft of 


September, which is with us the 
Eve of St. Fobn Baptrsis day, the 
reft of the Feaft days we keep at 
the fame time that they are kepe 

| by 


{200} 
by the Church of Rome, We muft 
not omit that St. Pézlzp the Apo. 
{tle came into our Country, and 
did there preach the Gofpel of our 
Saviour Chrift. 

You muft further know. the 
name of our Emperour, that ic is” 
Precious Fobs or @iam, and nor 
Pricit Fohn,as here it is falfly re- 
ported s for te is written in our 
language @iams Belul, that is, Pre 
c1us or high Fohnin the Chaldai- 
que Language, it is written Sohn 
Excoe, which hath the fame inter- 
pretation Preciows or excellent 
Fohs. He isnot to be named Em- 
perour of the Aby/sins,as Matth. 
hath written, bat of che Ethiopi- 
4s. He being an Armenian, could 
hot kaow our affairs perfea- 
ly, efpectally thofe thar concern 
our Religion; for that reafon he 
declared many things to King £- 
mangcl ol happy Memory, which 

are 


fare not fo amoneft us, not out of 
Jany defign of deceiving him, for 
ihe was a good man, but becaufe 
the was well acquainted with our 
Religion. : 
| The Empire many times doth 
fnot fall to the fhare of the Eldett 
ASon of che Emperour, but to him 
Junto whom the Father will give 
Jit. He that now governs ts the 
|third Son of the Jaft Emperour, 
Vhe hath deferved that honour by 
this piety and refpect which he had 
Hor his Father; for when he was 
fupoahis death-bed,he command- 
Jed all his Sons one after another 
to fitupon the Imperial Throne, 
which they did, he only excepteds 
Far be i from me, faid he, that I 
fhould afcend to the Seat of my 
Lord and Father, which pious mo- 
defty. procured him the Empire 
from his Father; his name 1s Da- 
vid; his Empire is very large, and 

O comm, 
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contains both Chriftians and Hea. 
thens. In it are many Kings and 
Princes, Earls, Barons, Grandees 
and much Nobility, that is moff 
obedient tohim, Gold and Sil. 
vet are given and exchanged by 
weight. Amongft us are many 
Towns and Cities; but not fach 
as I have feenin Portugal, becaufe 
Preciene Giam doth always live ir 
a flying Camp, and in Tents, 
This Cuftom is obferved, that 
the Nobility might exercife them. 
felves continually in Milirary A- 
Ctions,for we are furrounded on all 
with fides the enemies of out faith, 
with whom we have often many 
Conflicts, always, or for the moft, 
part with fuccefs, throngh the, 
coodnels of God, | 
This isthe account Zags Zabe 
gives of his own Country, his Re- 
lation may be confulted by thofe 
that defire more fatisfaction ; for 
bres, 


| (203) a : 
wprevity fake, much of itis omic- 

ed, Scalizgerin the eighth Book 

ppt his de Emendatione semporum, 

ippeaks thus of the Eshioplans. 

| We have not been the firft thar 
pave heard of the Ethiopian Chuii- 
‘ins, for they have Churches,not 
ipaly in Cosffantizople, butalfo at 
frome and Venice, where for 2 
while they have had liberty ‘to 
‘perform their devotions, From the 
‘Woyages of the Portuguefes, and 
the Jourual of Francis Alvarez; 
qvho pafied into the heart of E- 
hiopla , cay things may bf 
‘Acnown of them, and of their cu- 
jroms; until this time we have 
aeard only of the name of Erhio- 
"pia, but it is {trange that in the 
time of our fore-fathers, we firf 
"heard that there were Ethiopians 
strom thofe of Afia; for about 300 
"years ago they did command in 
NAfia, efpecially Drangiaga upon 
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the confines of Sufana; allo in 
India,and amongft the Chinenfes 
a great Continent, until the Em- 
perours of the. Zartars did drive 
them ourot Afia; for the Aby/sims 
being vanquifhed, were driven out 
of China by €imgi King of the 
Tartars, when Uxcam the great 
Emperour of Ethiopia was kill’d, 
Afterwards Cincam Son of (ings, 
and his Son Bathin €an, Empe- 
rours of the Tartars,purfued the 
cA byfsins, and forced them out 
of Moni and all che Region of the 
Chinenfes, and obliged them ta: 
return into Africa. We may at 
prefent wonder that this Nation 
fhould be fo ignorant of the Art 
of Navigation , who was {fo 
powerful by Sea, and by Land, 
that it commanded from Ethiopie 
as far as China; from that time we 
have heard of the Emperour of 
Ethiopiaby the name of Preftegé- 

ea ey | 
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§anz, whichinthe Perfiaw language 
q(that is in Afie as univerfal as the 
4 Latin isin Europe) fignifies Apo- 
@ ftolick, Padefcha Preflegian?, the 
 Apoftolick King, that is, the 
|Chriftian King. The eArabians 
dcallhim eMelich Reffulz, and the 
Ethiopians , Negu{ch Chavvariav- 
jaz, There are many. Croffes yet 
i ftanding in Afi, in Fapan , China, 
and other places,that declare how 
(large the Empire of the Ethiopeans 
twas in that Continent ; belides, 
din Malabay there isa Temple of 
ISt. Thomas yettobe feen, that is 
sof the Structure and manner of 
building of the Eshioprans, 
t 


CA Continuation of Segu, €.Baratt, 


Of the Growth and Commodities | 
of the Country. 


Ho His Country firetches it} 
‘ gf felf about eight, degrees) 
North, and asmany South from 
the Line; So that it lies expofed 
to the fury of the Sunbeams, The: 
foil neverthelefs in. many’ places 
is extream, fruitful, and. the ay; 
emperate, elpecially towards the 
Evening, then the. great Dews 
come to refrefh the herbs and 
fruits that.the parching Sun had 
injured. Part of this Country 
is very barren_and incommodious 
for habieation, fometimes we have 
felt fach extream heats, that ir 
was not poffible to fubfift out of | 
the fhade, and about fixe miles 
further between the saieg nk 

| and 
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End amongft the trees, we had 
lucha pleafant ayr, that Enever 
faw any more temperate in Za- 
‘ope. 1 met with a great many 
Lakes and frefh* Rivers, efpecially 
fupon the borders of Tigremahon, 
Iwhere the ground yields all man- 
Mer of Fruit, Trees, and Corn; 
: be ie of extraordinary 
Wbignels, Apples, Pears, Peaches, 
and Apticocks are very {mall, bat 
dof a very pleafane tafte, They 
Whave here a Fruic thac they call 
4Cavafhau that grows in their Gar- 
dens, it is very delicious,and much 
(ike unto our little Muskmellons, 
but ofacontrary tafte. The Abyf- 
i fins make a great account of it in 
i their Feafts. 

| The Corn of this Councry Is 
li very good, bigger than that of I- 
{| saly in moft places. They have 
S) Beans, Peafe, Lentils, Barley, 
| ‘Wheat, and all forts of Grains, 
O 4 but 
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but where the Country is fo ary, 
and barren that it will not anfwer | 
the labour of the Husbandman $) 
nature hath provided inftead of | 
Cotn, a wild Grain called | 
Deguza, Of this the Inhabitants 
make a Bread which isas courfe| 
and unpleafant as the Climate, || 
Inmany places Oranges and Li.| 
mons grow naturally in the! 
Woods; hereisalfomany Trees| 
that yield an -odoriferous fmell,| 
anda great deal of Brazil-wood,| 
Sugar Canes in great abundance,| 
which the Inhabitants do make ufe| 
of not as-we do, for they have not| 
the Art to extraé the Sugar, but | 
they feed upon them raw, | 
They have no Oil. nor Olive| 
Trees, but an Herb that ferves| 
them inftead of Olives, it is call- 
ed Henar, they fteep it "and draw| 
out the juice that looks like Gold, 
very beauriful to the eye; a, | 
efs 


' 


— (209) : 

i lefs pleafant tothe tafte, for the 
OU or Liquor extracted from tt 
hath neither fmell nor tafte, and is 
} very fatas Oilufes tobe, fothac 
} the Inhabitants are by chat means 
| {upplyed with that which ferves 
i) themaswellas the beft Oil of 7- 
taly. 

The Woods and Rocks are full 
of Bees, fothat they have much 
Honey and W ax,with which they 
make Candles, for they have no 
Tallow, becaufe they do not kill 
miny tame Beafts, Here isa 
great Trade of Raw Silks and 
Stuffs which the Blacks fetch 
from hence to catty into their 
Country, where no Trees are to 
be found to harbour the Silk- 
worm, Upon the confines of the 
Neguz dominions near the King- 
dom of Damut are Mines of Gold 
about the lake, out of which the 
River Niger proceeds, fo that this 
River 
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river carrysaway forme of the fandy 
part, and rowls it with the ftream 
that is extream fierce, (for it falls 
from high Mountains) and runs 
with a great impetuofity to the 
main Ocean; upoa the fand the 
Neeers do pick up much Gold 
which crumbles from the Rocks, 
and proceeds out of the Mines 
that are difperfed all over the 
Country. 

The Negaz hath people daily 
at workin them, they are com- 
monly men taken Captives from 
their Enemies. When the £- 
shiopians go out to War, they fave 
the lives of all thofe that fubmit 
themfelves to their mercy, and 
fend them to thefe places to pre- 
pare the Gold, and fit it for the 
ufe of the people. 

Some Silver Mines are alfo 
here, but not fo many as of Gold, 
for the hot country is nor fo po 

: Or 
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| for that kind of git The parch- 
| ing Sun is more powerlul in this 
Clima ite in the bofom of the 
earth, fo that all the ground that 
is proper for the fubftahce of 
Gold, it turns it into ehis Metal, 
The Mines are not fo deep as in 
other Kingdoms , they are much 
like unto our Quar ries of Stone 
in Italy, The Stoneor Rock with 
which the Gold is mingled is very 
fandy,fo that ie will crumble with. 
outany difficulry.. The mine doth 
ufually runina vain, it is eafie to 
diftinguith it by the colour, which 
is diftinct from the other part. of 
the Rock. The ‘Inhabitants fay 
that all along the River that 
burfts forth of the Lake Laira, 
many fuch Golden Quarries are 
tobe found, fo that the violence 
of the ftream doth fometimes un- 
loofe the more precious part from 
the reft, and carry it away to the 
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great benefitof the Inhabitants; | 
who gather it up along the fhoar | 
after great Rains ; and afterwards 
they carry itto Gxiny, or to Mo- 
zambiqae, and other places of 
note where Merchants reforr, Ina 
the Land towards the Country of 
the Blacks,lives a people very de- 
formed and mifhapen, ‘different 
from the reft' of men, not in the 
main compofition of the body , 
but in the difproportion of the 
parts, They do not love toappear 
amongft perfons that have the 
true form of men; neceflity con- 
firains them to entertain a Trade, 
which they do in fuch a ftrange 
manner, that they arenot like to 
the reft of Nationy, They inha- 
bic the Country called’ Guangara 
and Media,it is mountainous and 
inconvenient for paflengers, whom 
they never fuffer to go through 
theit dominions. The River Niger 

e) 
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} $0 fullof Gold paffeth along th 

‘| Territories , and fauniftiess them 
|} with thac Commodity, to ex- 
} change for thofe other Commodi- 
ties that mature oat and that 
they have not in fuch plenty as 
their Neighbours, Ic isa bufinefs 
of difficulty to fpeak with fome 
of them they are fo favage. Thofe 
that Trade npon the River, may 
Land their Goods and fee them 
afar off, but they feldom do fhew 
themfelves, They are very juft 
in their dealings, and will not 
wrong ftrangers of a oe 
which if they did, 1¢ might put: 
ftop to their Trade, w chee 
which they cannot probably live, 
They feem to have fome Governe 
ment amongft them, for upon the 
mountains, places are fortified.and 
the piers blocke up, and che ey 
have beenfeen to obfe crv 

corum in their manner of 
behaviour. » 
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From this place many Nations - | 
of Europe have their Golden daft, — 
for the thips go up the River ma. 
ny hundred leagues to Trade with 
this obfcure fort of. people, who 
fhew themfelves afar off, leaving 
with their Merchandife fuch to. 
kens and figns , that may exprefs 
their demands, but they alwayes 
retreat at the fame time into the 
Woods, and will nor fuffer any 
tocome near. Thishath been re. 
jated to me for certain by many 
eye-witnefles, and by perfons of 
Credit and Worth; this is 4 
firange fort of people, which none 
of their Neighbours can certainly 
know. 

Ethiopia yields many other 
Commodities, Hides are very 
pleatiful, efpecially of the wilde 
Beafts and Buff-skins,which in this 
Country ate bigger and. thicker 
than in any other. Here are ftuffs 

made 
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| made of the Bar kof the Izdiau- 


} tree that erows alfo here in evety 
| place; the common peopié are 
t employed to fit ic for fale fod 
| work, Some Spices, Drugs, am 
| Roots donaturally come torth is 


this Climate called by the Pita 
ents the Tevrid Zone. The Mer: 
chants of Adel, and Mozambique, 


s | and of other pla ices adjoyni ing to 


the Seado are into the La and in 
| times of Peace to Trade with che 


Inhabitants and fetch from them 
their Commodities, to convey 
them afterwards to the Sea-fide, 
where the Aoors, the Arabs, and 
Banyans of the “Indies do meet 
them,with the Factors of other 
Nations, to take from them their 
Goods. Now thisis the policy of 
all the Princes that keep the Sea 
fhoar, not to fuffer. an esbyfsin 
unlefs he bean Apoftate to ive 
liberty to Trade out of the Coun- 
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é 


ery of the Negazs of whole power 
they are very jealous, leaft he | 
fhould recover again the Domini- 
on of the Sea, which he hath loft, 
with all his Ships and Seaport | 
Towns , fome few years fince, 
When he offers to ftir, all Ba 
Neighbours do joyn together to 
force him into. his. bounds, for. 
he is looke upon as’ their coniffiion’ 
enemy. Sometévertheleror the 
Aby(sin Monks pave €orrefpon- 
dency with the Jadeans and Chines 
fess but itis only for rhofe Mer- — 


chandifes that are fur the fupply. 
of their own ters Ltories< 


) 


[tA thors Relation of fome of thet | 


| 


Emperours found is an ancient 
Ethiopian Record,that the Author 


) hath breaght with him into Ita- 


ty. 


1" His Empire is very ancient, 


and was as large inits firft 


beginning, the people were wat- 


| like, incroaching daily upon their 


Neighbours, 
thole that live in Egypt, and about 


| of Pharaoh,or of 
| Egypt, he was ordered to march 
with a party of Jfraelites againft 
\ Mouchadir Emperour of Eshtopias 
| he readily obeyed, and with a 
| | P 


e{pecially upon 
the River Nilws. The Egyptsans 
have had continual wars with 
them. Inthe time of the Pharoes 
our Emperours were famous 5 
Mofes the Lawgiver of the chil- 
dren of ifrael was the General 
King of 


{mall 


(218) | 
{mall party he routed the greag | 
Army of our Emperour, not fo 
much by valour as by the affiftance | 


of a divine power; the King of 
Egypt was grown jealous of him 
and ofhis people, and therefore | 
he fent them tothis war,hoping to | 
free himfelf from his fears by the | 
{words of the Ethiopians, who | 
were become terrible toall their | 
Neighbours, but God caufed that | 
which was intended for the mif- | 
chief of the Z/fraclites to turn to | 
their advantage, for by the Vi- | 
cory,they purchafed unto them- 
felves the efteem and admiration 
of all their enemies, It is true,thac 
the King did then begin to vex the 
Children of J/rael with hard bur 
thens and grievous taxes, thinking | 
by that means to weaken their 
{pirits,and difable them frem in- | 
furing either himfelf or any other, 
ut this alfo turned to sheir Hees : 
ifs | 


Be 2, , (Ca19) | 
Wic, for it procured their freedom; 
Wand the enfuing miracles thae fora 
Sced it from thofe that kept them 
in bondage. Whenthe Egyptians 
were overthrown , the Eshiopians 
Shad wonderful fuccefs agaiaft 
Ithem, they fubdued all the 
‘T Country as far as Thebss border 
} ing upon the Red Sea, buc abour 
| thirty years afterwards there rofe 
1 a King of Egyps that was valiane im 
} war that recovered with his {mall° 
|numbers of men, all thr domini- 
‘| ons belonging to his Predeceffors, 
‘| as far as the Mountains where the 
River Néilwe hath aterrible down- 
fall, In his race it continued until 
the cime of Camby(es who enter- 
ed Egypt , and conquered it, but 
couldnever fubdue £thiepis; for 
| when he fent his Embaffadours te 
| our Emperor , they were fent back 
| with a defiance of his Power, as 
he was pafling over fome of the 
& Pie fandy 
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fandy hills between Erdiopia and |) 
Egypt with fome of his Troops,’ | 
they loft-a great number of men | 
in aftorm-of wind, for they were | 
there buryed alive; fome of them | 
faved themfelves with their King 
out of the violent ftorm, but this | 
overthrow prevented his coming’ | 
into our Country, where our Em-_ 
perour expected him with all his | 
people. The wind did fight for us. | 
againft our enemies, it faved us the | 
trouble and hazard of venturing 
againft them with our fwords. 

In the time of King Solemon, | 
our Empire was governed by | 
Queen Maqueda, fhe fent Embai- | 
{idors to him, and afterwards went | 
to vifit him her felf, fhe was kind-. | 
ly entertained at her return, fhe 
was brought tobed of a Son which | 
fhe had by Solomon, called Méelich, 
fhe brought Circumcifion into the | 
Land, and laid the foundations of 

; the 
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‘the Jewith Religion, which her 
‘} Son afterwards when he was come 
Vfrom = Ferufalem did eftablifh , 
‘commanding all people under his 
‘command to receive it. After him 
} many Kings did Reign in Erhiopéa, 
the moft famous was Ud{harem, 
| Habraini, David the ¥ Solomon,the 
|x and many others, The Scepter 
| hath always contiqued in the fame 
Pace fince that time unul now. 
| Usfoarem was. warlike Prince, he 
} conquered.all the Provinces as far 
} as the Sea-coaft South-wards, and 
i made all the Kings his Neigh- 
i bours to fend Prefents to him, 
| but when he was forty years old 

he grew amorous and wanton, fo 

that his new conquered fubjects 
} took advantage of him ina Battel, 
| where he loft all chat he had con- 
) quered with his life, his fucceffour 
| Jaboured to revenge this affront, 
| but in vain, until the days of De- 
aie ME Bo vid 
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wid the firft, none ever did recover 


‘ 


the vaft dominions that did for- 
metlyown the Ethiop.Scepter. This 
Prince was wife and very politick, 
fufhciently qualified to fir ar the 
Helm of State, but he was no 
‘Warrior for want of Courage; to 
manage the affairs in defperate 
occafions,he appointed 4 General, | 
Zecharia, a {tout man that did pet-— 
form the Office of his Prince in 
this particular. He was very fuc. | 
cefsful againft all our Neighbours, | 
efpecially againft the Blacks that | 
inhabit beyond the fands, theit 
Princes came to do homage unto | 
our mighty Emperour, and to pay | 
ther yearly tribute; they conti- | 
nued in their’ obedience many | 
years, until the Reign of Fofeph | 
the third, a Prince that was given | 
toall manner’ ‘of debauchery, he 
Reigned ten years, and was after- 
wards killed by his chief ab : 
1 ey 2 ; meni ee eo oe W Q 


dwho were willing to preferve the 
MState from total rane; which 
i) would have happened had he con- 


‘}tinued longer upon the Throne, 


“for he did not only permit, but 
i) alfoinvite the encmtes of the Em- 
i pire to enter into his dominions, 
(that they might revenge him: of 
| thofe Princes that he did not love, 
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pions and Religious Woman, «her 


Euouch of the Race of Black as| 


Moors did follow her fteps, he 
made his Pilgrimage to Ferufalens 
every five years from that place, 
he brought the Chriftian faith 
that did daily increafe , infomuch 
that not onewas found oppofing 


j 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
1 


| 
| 
j 


it within cwo hundred years after. 


The eldeft Son of Candace, for | 
whom fhe did govern was Shedi= | 
abr,a moftvertuous man,he encou- | 
raged Chriftian Religion in his doe | 


minions, but would never fuffer 
the old ceremonies to be abolifh- 
ed, fo that fince,the Jewifh and 
Chriftian are mingled ‘together; 
he pull’d down many Idol Tem- 
ples upon the borders; which cau- 
fed the revolt of fome of his moft 
fuperftitious fubje@s, but one bar- 
tel brought them under his com- 
_™mand again, His Sonwas W4dref- 
chek, he fagceeded-‘his father 

ms | when 


” ey 


when he was but fixteen years of 
“Age, A certain Heathen Priett 
if] had crept into his favour fo. much, 
m@ that for-his fake he did labour to 


“| oppofe the fuccefs of the Chrifti- 
ay 
il 
| Princes could not fuffer him long, 
: 


anand the continuance. of the 
Jewith Religion in Ethiepis. His 


they confpired againit him, and 
} placed his. young brother in his 


& 


place, but him they fent into the 
Kingdom of Bamut, intoa clofe 
Prifon that hath always been in 
thofe parts; hedid afterwards e- 
{cape out of ic and fled tothe 
Blacks, who did come againft E- 


| ghiopta witha ftrong Army , but 


they were vanquifhed and forced 
to fuffer cheir Fugitive Prince to 
become a Prifoner again. The ele 
deft Son of this King was an ac- 
complifhed Prince, 10 that his 
Uncle had fome jealoufie of him, 
& therfore clapt him :n aclofe pri 

, for 
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fon with his Father, but whem he 
was dead, the Grandees fetche 
him out of his confinement ,: and 
railed him to the Throne. during 
the life of his Father, who confent- 
ed tothe promotion of his Son. 
After him Abfalom was a famous 
Prmce, renowned for his careful 
provifion againft the enemies in- | 
curfions, for he caufed certain 
Forts to be built in convenient | 
plices to bridle them in. They 
were afterwards negle@ed and 
ruinated by the Wats, He firft 
began to encourage Shipping, by 
Offering great advantages to the 
Mariners and men that did ftudy 
the Art of Navigation. This 
good policy caufed all the idle 
perfons to render themfelves ex- 
cellent in the Sea affairs, and laid 
the Foundation to that greatnefs, 
unto which the Ethiopian Empire | 
didafterwar ds rife. ; », 
re ae Bo 
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tl’ Benjamin Reigned, forty years, 
ltlabout the year 600 after Chrift, 


1d 


‘from his time we havea good ac- 
‘count of all our Kings, but before 
‘|none are named bur thofe thas 


have been excellent for fome ver= 


tue, orinfamous by their notable 
vices. This Prince was full of 


piety, hereformed the diforders 
of the Clergy, and pur them in 


‘that form of Government in 


which they are at prefent;before, 
the perfons that did wait upon 
the Worthip of God, had no fet- 
led allowance; the people gave 
them what they pleafed, fo that 
unlefs they did work as other peo- 
ple for their livings, they were 
reduced to great neceffities which 
neverthelefs did happenin many 
places, forhe that depends upon 
his peoples kindnefs, {hall be en- 
entertain'd with courfe Diet; unto 
this Bere evil’ that entroduces 
mas 
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many others in a Nation; this | 
Religious Prince did bring a Re- 
medy. Ashewasthe fole Lord 
of all the Lands of his Empire, 
and that none enjoyed them but 
from him, he caufed fuch ‘a quan- 
tity of ground to be fer apare for 
the maintenance of the Priefts 
and Bifhops, as might, entertain 
them with the yearly Revenue; 
and .caufed this Land to be fepa- 
rated from the reft, by BiSHPE 
unco it the priviledge of immu- 
nity from all [axes and Impotts, 
fo that they depend no longer up- 
on the Crown, This liberality 
redeemed the Clergy from con- 
tempt, and raifed them in the e- 
fteem of the people, that ufvally 
treats them, sot according to 
their defert, but according to that 
State that they maintain, 

After the good Prince, his fe- 
cond Son Hechekigh did Reiga, 
he 
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‘I he followed his Fathers footfteps; 


| 
‘da 


jj therefore he was bleffed with a 


i 
i 

of 

2) a 
i 


| 
he | 


profperous Reign, his greateftc- 
nemies did refpecthim , he conti- 


| nued in the Throne about thirty 
| five years, and a few moneths, 


His Brother Aérabam the firft, 
fucceeded,he held the Scepter ten 
years,and thenleftit to his Son, 
with all the Wealth his Brother 
had gotten, | 

His Sons name was Hareahkz,; 
a Warlike Prince, he began to 
leave the Cities, and to pafs his 
time in Tents, for in the begin- 
ning of his Reign all the Nations 
fubject tothe Neguz, began to rez 
vole from him, he could not ap- 
peefe the tumult fo foon ; he was 
therefore forced to live in the 

Camp, and to be in continual 


-aGtion all the time of his Reign, 


He caufed it to be enafted for the 
fecurity of the State, thar the 
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{pend above fix days ina Walléd 
‘Town ata time, but fhould live in 


the openField. Al the Nobili- 
ty that doth follow the Princes 


cuftom,imitates him in this parti- 
cular. They look uponitasa greae 
expreffion of weaknefs and fear to 
run into a fortified place. This 
hath caufed them to negleé& {uch 
places, and faffer them to be dif- 


mantled by time, fo that at pre- 


fent in all the Empire there are 
but few Walled Towns , and they 
are fo pitiful that the weakeft e. 
hemy might ftorm them, In the 
time of this Prince, Trade and 
Shipping did mightily increafe ; 
fo that he was dreadful to his 
Neighbours, when he had gover- 
ined the Empire twenty fix years, 
he dyed. : 


Helt his Son fucceeded him, he | 


was the youngeft, hig Father had 
| for 


j 


Eshlopian Emperour thould never’ | 


| 


} 
l 
it 
} 


(for him a great kindnefs which 
(was increafed by his addrefs and 
)Jhandfome behaviour. His elder 


7 


ibrethren were fet afide, andhe 
‘was raifed upon the Throne, he 
| was very happy all his time, and 


| enjoyed a firm peace with moft of 


| 2, Grimfhachs Habraim 9. oc, with 


his Neighbours, he continued 


Emperour forty feven years and 
three moneths, After him Hel# 
the fecond Melach, €harvah, Bow- 


about thirty Kingsare'to be rece 


_ koned from that time to the year, 
936. Inwhich year the Erhiopian- 


Emperours that were grown fo 
potent by Land,adventured to en- 


large their dominions by Sea in 


| Afia for that intent David Em- 


/perour of E&shiepia , prepared a 
Fleet of above 500 Sail of thips 


imall and great to tranfport his 


| Army, compofed of 60000 Men, 


both Horfe and Foot; with this 
3 numee 
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humerous Army he Landedin. 42) 
rabia, and conquered all that part | 
of the Country. that lies upon the) 
Sea-thoar.. The Aby/sius found 
their abode in Afia far. more plea- 
fant than in eAfrica, therefore 
great numbers of men went over 
and pafied the Seas into the new 
conquefts. The Perfians and Aras | 
bians did oppofe their defigns, bue 
our Emperour being there in per- 
fon, did fo order his bufinefs thac | 
all the Forces thar were fent a- 
eain{t us were routed , many bat. 
tels were fought between us with 
various fuccefs, 

The laft was mear the place 
where the River Euphrates difchar- 
ges it felf into the Sea, feven Kings 
were met upon the place. wich all 
themen that they could convent- 
ently bring to withftand our _Em- 
perour.. The enemies reckoned 


about cwo hundred thoufand men 
in 


: 233) | 
Min their Army ; rete then abour 
§forcy thoufand, this unequal num- 
@ ber did encounter them, and by ; 
| the wonderful goodnefs of God 
ij they. did overcome them. This 
@ Victory opened a way.to our fac- 
 cels in Ajia, for.ic tendred the 
| name of Ethtopia moft terrible, fo 
that none did dare to meet us with 
equal numbers of men, every year 
Our.people fent. great numbers of 
} men with. their Families, to 
}inhabic. in. ~4fa sand by thac. 

means to fecure their intereft 
from the ancient Inhabitants by 
force of Arms... The nexe that 
fucceeded in the Empire wast 


Ad Ya fie 

can. 1. A man no lefs Valarous 

than his Father, a great lover of 
Learning and of the Learned men, 

he enlarged his dominions beyond 

the River Judus , and conquered 

all that part of the Country. that 

is fo fruitful, that che Afiatiques 

efteem it the beft and moft fruitful 
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Province of that part of the’ | 
world. This Prince had feveral | 
encounters with his Neighbours in | 
Afia, where he made for the moft | 
parr his refidence. In one the | 
King of Malabar came againft 
him with 40000 Foot and Horfe. | 
The Ethiopians wete full of valour 
and courage, but the numbers of | 
their enemies put them to great | 
ftraits, fo that they offered to ren- 
der themfelves into their hands in 
cafe they would fuffer them qut- | 
etly ro depart with cheir lives fa- 
ved. The enemy would not ac | 
cept of that offer,to his own de- 
triment, for eurs being refufed the | 
condition propofed, and (eeing noa 
thing but death , of at leaft but 
bondage and mifery prepared for 
them and theit Prince, they rook 
courage, encounter’d the enemy | 
with agreat refolution broke the 
firft ranks of chem, and then pur- 
(ued them with that fury » that | 
rhey | 


@ 


y 


! 
4 they leit noc ki 
i whole multitude with 
% v 4 , ¢ 
fe at their neaa fied away. 
| all cheir own fpoils,and che Goods 
bgt q 4 Ay : ; aM; antl { 
p that they nad takenin the former 
advantaces tney naa haa OFinit 
4 Cmnaro hh a & ¢ 23g? rl . au 
y OUL BMperour. Several Empe.. 
| = 
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rours did fucceed him, but not to 
his Fortune and Succefs unlefs ir 
be Fofeph, 4, fudihr , Macarius, 
and Pauiws. They cartyed the 
terrour of our Arms into china, 
and there pofflefled themfelves of 


| many large Provinces which we 


enjoyed until the year 1436, The 
Tartars about thar time made 
fome In-roads into China, and 
finding the Climate good , and 
the Country fruitful , they invited 
their Countrymen into thofe Re- 
gions. Some few years after they 
had gathereda numerous Army 
fo enter China, they conquer’d 
the Emperour of that Country; 

me RS Ohe who 
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who had defired our affiftance a- 
gainft them’, we complyed with 
their defires, our Emperour fent 
30000 meh to their affiftance, but 
by the ftratagems and valour of 
the Tartars, our men were almoft 
all lain. The Chinénfesbeing de- 
ftitute of that: faccour., yielded 
themfelves tothe mercy of the 


Conquerors, who thought upom 


nothing but- how to revenge 
themfelves upon us; they came 
therefore with their own forces, & 
with thofe that they had gathered 


in the Country, and drive out our | 


people out of China, giving no 
quarter to thofe that fubmitted to 
them, There arofefome difpute 
between fome of our Generals 
at that time, that affifted the 
Tartarsagainft’ us, fo that when 
Uncan was kill'd ‘in’a-battel by 
Céngi the Tartar Prince > all ‘our 
Countrymen’ left sfiay with all 
Se hopes 
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s@hopes of returning thither again, 
i Since,we have had many grievous 
(encounters with our enemies the 
(Eh cMahunetans and Gentiles , who 


{fhave fometimes perfecuted us in- 
}to the heart of che Country when 
‘§they took us at an advantage. A- 
iPbout the year 1424 the Kiag of 
sf Adel with many of our Neigh- 
bours ftormed our Sea-pore 
‘Towns when our Emperour was 
but young, and fo fhut us in, thac 
}we have no place to entertain 
Commerce with any Nation 
without their leave. 

In the year of our Lord feve- 
tal Portugwefes came from Gos ine 
to our Country, our Emperour 
}difpatcht away fome Embaffa- 
| Gours with them to Rome and Por- 
'tagal, 1486 came into Ethiopia 
trom Fobx King of Portugal, Pedro 
de Cacilhamec alenzode Pavia to 
| Alexander our Neguz,that treated 
| them well, Q 3 ¢ lana 


' 
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Clandiue facceeded Alexander, 
and after him Adamas, who was 
che Heathens 

. ne pe rfecuted ‘the 

butmet at laft witha 

s Actions, for he 


enemies in a bat- 
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